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SHREWSBURY SCHOOL 
 
 

SIXTH FORM ENTRANCE 
EXAMINATION 2021 

 
 
 

ENGLISH: Literature 
(Time: I hour) 

 

 
Instructions to candidates: 

 
 
• The quality of your answer and therefore your close reading of the 

printed texts will be assessed: you should think carefully before 
writing and perhaps briefly plan your answer. 
 

• In answering the question, you should pay close attention to spelling, 
punctuation, grammar and presentation. 
 

• It is advised that you should spend no more than 20 of the available 
minutes reading and marking up the texts, with the remaining 40 
minutes being used to plan and write your answer.   
 

• Answer on lined paper. 
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READ CAREFULLY the two poems attached overleaf on page three: The Charge of the 
Light Brigade and Attack. 
 
 
Then answer the following QUESTION: 
 
 
ESSAY: Compare the ways in which the poets present warfare. 
 

In answering the question you should pay particular attention to: 
 

• Your personal reaction to the poems; 
• The language and images that are used; 
• The way the poems are structured; 
• The tone of the poems; 
• The message you think the poets are trying to convey. 

 
Try to write as much as you can in the time allowed. 
 

[30 marks] 
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Text One: The Charge of the Light Brigade by Alfred Lord Tennyson (1809-1892) 
 

Half a league, half a league, 
Half a league onward, 
All in the valley of Death 
   Rode the six hundred. 
“Forward, the Light Brigade! 
Charge for the guns!” he said. 
Into the valley of Death 
   Rode the six hundred. 
 
“Forward, the Light Brigade!” 
Was there a man dismayed? 
Not though the soldier knew 
   Someone had blundered. 
   Theirs not to make reply, 
   Theirs not to reason why, 
   Theirs but to do and die. 
   Into the valley of Death 
   Rode the six hundred. 

 
Cannon to right of them, 
Cannon to left of them, 
Cannon in front of them 
   Volleyed and thundered; 
Stormed at with shot and shell, 
Boldly they rode and well, 
Into the jaws of Death, 
Into the mouth of hell 
   Rode the six hundred. 

 
Flashed all their sabres bare, 
Flashed as they turned in air 
Sabring the gunners there, 
Charging an army, while 
   All the world wondered. 
Plunged in the battery-smoke 
Right through the line they broke; 
Cossack and Russian 
Reeled from the sabre stroke 
   Shattered and sundered. 
Then they rode back, but not 
   Not the six hundred. 

 
Cannon to right of them, 
Cannon to left of them, 
Cannon behind them 
   Volleyed and thundered; 
Stormed at with shot and shell, 
While horse and hero fell. 
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They that had fought so well 
Came through the jaws of Death, 
Back from the mouth of hell, 
All that was left of them, 
   Left of six hundred. 

 
When can their glory fade? 
O the wild charge they made! 
   All the world wondered. 
Honour the charge they made! 
Honour the Light Brigade, 
   Noble six hundred! 

 
 
 
Text Two: Attack by Siegfried Sassoon (1886-1967) 
 

At dawn the ridge emerges massed and dun  
In the wild purple of the glow'ring sun,  
Smouldering through spouts of drifting smoke that shroud  
The menacing scarred slope; and, one by one,  
Tanks creep and topple forward to the wire.  
The barrage roars and lifts. Then, clumsily bowed  
With bombs and guns and shovels and battle-gear,  
Men jostle and climb to, meet the bristling fire.  
Lines of grey, muttering faces, masked with fear,  
They leave their trenches, going over the top,  
While time ticks blank and busy on their wrists,  
And hope, with furtive eyes and grappling fists,  
Flounders in mud. O Jesus, make it stop! 
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