
 

Shrewsbury School and D-Day 
Wednesday 5 June 2019 

Amidst the national commemorations to mark the 75th anniversary of D-Day, Salopians 
can feel proud of the fact that two former Shrewsbury School pupils played significant and 
influential parts in its ultimate success.  

General Sir Miles Dempsey (I 1911-14) (whose 50th anniversary of death falls today, 5th 

June 2019) was Commander of the British Second Army and led them in the Normandy 

Invasion; and General Sir Bernard Paget (Ch 1901-06), Commander-in-Chief of the 21st 

Army Group, prepared and trained the British forces for the Normandy Invasion and 

planned D-Day. 

Fifty-five years ago, on the 20th anniversary of the Eve of D-Day in June 1964, the former 
American President Dwight D. Eisenhower wrote the following letter to Old Salopian, General 
Sir Miles Dempsey, Commander of the British Second Army, 1944-45: 

 



 
Dear Bimbo, 
On this sixth of June I suspect that your memory goes back, as mine does, to live over again the gnawing anxieties, 
the realization of unavoidable sacrifices, and the bright hopes that filled us on D-Day, 1944. Never, during the 
two decades that have since passed, have I ceased to render daily and devout thanks to a kindly Providence for 
permitting us to achieve in eleven months the complete victory that so many believed would require yearsé To you, 
one of my closest associates in OVERLORD, I am impelled to send, once more, a special word of thanks. Your 
professional skill and selfless dedication to the cause in which we all served will be noted by the historians of those 
dramatic months, but no historian could possibly be aware of the depth of my obligation to you. 
 
With warm regard. 
As ever, 
DDE 
 
The letter is part of a collection of papers, diaries and photographs belonging to General Sir 
Miles Dempsey that were sold at auction in London in 2014, a few days before the 70th 
anniversary of D-Day. In an article published in The Telegraph, Judith Miller, Editor of the Millerõs 
Antiques Price Guide, described her own excitement at finding the collection and recognising 
the hugely significant role played by Dempsey in the Normandy Invasion ð made all the more 
compelling by the fact that Dempsey is, as his biographer Peter Roston readily points out, 
òalmost unknown to the general publicó. 

òWeek-in, week-out I receive advance notice of forthcoming sales from auction houses in 
Britain, Europe and the United States," wrote Judith Miller. "Occasionally, however, something 
comes through that totally resonates, that engages my attention at the expense of all else and, in 
this particular case, made me actually rub my arms with excitement at the sheer historical gravitas 
of it.... 

 

General Dempsey being knighted on the battlefield by King George VI, 15th October 1944 



 
òHaving played significant roles in the evacuation of Dunkirk, the North African campaign 
against Rommel, and the invasions of Sicily and Italy, Dempsey had been personally selected by 
General Bernard Montgomery to command the Second Army ð the main British force, which 
also included Canadians ð for the D-Day Landings, which began on the 6 June 1944. 

"Montgomeryõs proved an astute choice: successful assaults by the Second Army on the Gold, 
Juno, and Sword beaches on the Normandy coast, were followed by a war of attrition designed 
to capture the town of Caen, selflessly drawing in vital German units and firepower and, in so 
doing, allowing the Americans space to establish a bridgehead to the west and break out into 
northern France. 

òThe Second Armyõs subsequent rapid advance into Belgium, liberating Brussels and Antwerp in 
September, and prefacing Dempseyõs battlefield knighthood in mid-October, was followed by 
the crossing of the Rhine on the 23 March 1945 ð Dempsey being not only the first British Army 
commander to do so, but also by now ð the Second Army having swelled to over half a million 
men ð the commander of the largest British army in history. 

òCompared to Patton, Bradley, Clark and, of course, Montgomery and Eisenhower, Dempsey 
has, outside of military circles, been something of an unsung hero of the liberation of Europe 
and the overthrow of Nazi Germany. This is in part due to the fact that, after the war, he never 
wrote any memoirs. But it is also due to a strong sense of modesty and propriety: on May 3 1945 
a delegation of senior German officers representing General Keitel and Admiral Doenitz 
attempted to surrender the German army to him but, typically, he sent them instead to 
Montgomery, which led to the formal surrender the next day, the 4 May 1945, at Luneberg 
Heath. 

òWhat is abundantly clear, however, from the collection of letters, and related diary and 
photographs... is the extent to which Dempseyõs crucial role in one of the most momentous 
events in human history was appreciated by his superiors.ó 

 



 
General Dempsey, 1944 - a photo from the Imperial War Museum Archive 

 

General Dempsey's engagement diary, June 1944 

Among Dempsey's papers was an Order of Service for òThe Knight's Vigil Held On The Eve Of 
D-Dayó. Peter Rostronõs biography of Dempsey opens with a description of that service, which 
had been arranged by Dempsey for the officers and men of Headquarters Second Army. As 
Rostronõs description hints, the service perhaps also held for Dempsey ð who left Shrewsbury in 
1914 at the age of 17 ð memories of the many occasions when he had gathered in the Chapel at 
Shrewsbury School with his fellow pupils, almost all of whom would, as he did, go straight from 
School into the trenches of the First World War. 

òDempsey, a devout Christian, called on his men, in the service known as "The Knight's Vigil", 
to dedicate to Almighty God the task which lay before them. Accompanied by his Chief of Staff 
and his Deputy, he led them in that evocative prayer which he had known thirty years before at 
Shrewsbury: 

"Teach us good Lord to serve Thee, as Thou deservest; to give and not to count the cost; to fight and not to heed 
the wounds; to toil and not to ask for rest; to labour and not ask for any reward save that of knowing that we do 
Thy will". 

Rostron later goes on to describe the profound influence Revd Cyril Alington, Headmaster of 
Shrewsbury during Dempseyõs years at the School, had on him: òIt is to the effect of the young 



 
and enormously energetic Alingtonõs huge persona that the deep religious faith and upright, 
honourable character, which were to be Dempseyõs throughout his life, may be largely attributed. 
As well as some photographs, Dempsey kept to the end of his life his cricketing records [he was 
captain of the 1st XI] and a collection of typed handouts on religious themes, such as an analysis 
of the Bible, from his time at Shrewsbury.ó 

 

Dempsey with fellow members of Shrewsbury School OTC, Field Day 1913 

But the story of Shrewsbury Schoolõs connection with D-Day at the most senior military level 
does not end with Dempsey. Shrewsbury can lay claim to another arguably even more influential 
ð and certainly even more overlooked ð hero of the Normandy Invasion. 

During the months leading up to D-Day, Dempseyõs commanding officer was General Sir 
Bernard Paget, who had been at Shrewsbury School from 1901 until 1906 and had, like 
Dempsey, then gone on to Sandhurst before serving with notable distinction in the First World 
War. (Paget won both the MC and the DSO, the highest military awards for bravery; Dempsey 
was awarded an MC in the First World War and the DSO in the Second.) Paget was 
Commander-in-Chief, Home Forces from the end of 1941 until July 1943, when he was 
promoted to General and assigned to form 21st Army group of 15 divisions ð which included 
Dempseyõs 2nd Army ð in preparation for the Normandy Invasion.   

 

From the Imperial War Museum Archive: 42nd Armoured Division Exercise, Near Malton In Yorkshire, 29 September 

1942. The Commander in Chief Home Forces, General Sir Bernard Paget, with the Division Commander, Major General 

M C Dempsey, DSO, MC, watching the exercise from a Crusader tank 



 

 

From the Imperial War Museum Archive: The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Mr Anthony Eden and the 

Commander in Chief Home Forces, General Sir Bernard Paget watching the 42nd Armoured Division exercises 

Paget spent the next months not only building and preparing the forces for the Normandy 
Invasion, but planning the Invasion itself. òShortly after Pagetõs death, papers which he had 
refused to allow to be published disclosed details of operation ôSkyscraperõ, prepared by him in 
the spring of 1943 as a detailed study of the proposed invasion of north-western Europe. It was 
described as ôa blueprint for the D-Day operations of 1944; there were the same beaches, and the 
same objectives, while the problems of an opposed landing had all been fully assessedé the first 
key plan of the invasion.ó (Oxford Dictionary of National Biography)  

The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography says of Paget that òhe may go down in history as 
the greatest trainer of British soldiers since Sir John Mooreó. Yet despite having commanded the 
21st Army Group throughout the preparation for the invasion of Europe, the role of 
Commander-in-Chief for leading the combined forces onto the beaches of Normandy in 
Overlord on 6th June 1944 was taken from Pagetõs grasp. Instead it was given to General 
Montgomery, who had been with Paget at Sandhurst, fresh from his successful campaigns in 
North Africa and Italy and widely feted and celebrated in the press as ôthe conquering heroõ. 

It was a decision that General Brooke, the Chief of the Imperial General Staff found very 
difficult: òThe replacement of Paget with Montgomery for the liberation of France was a matter 
which was causing me much anxiety. Since the threat of invasion had lapsed, Paget had been 
placed in command of the forces in this country destined ultimately for the cross-channel 
operations. He had done a marvellous job in training up these forces, and I wish it had been 
possible to leave him in command for D-Day.ó 



 

 

L to r: Field Marshal Alan Brooke, Minister of War Sir James Grigg and General Bernard Paget 

Paget was, naturally, bitterly disappointed. However, in what many would argue is true Salopian 
style, he got on with the alternative job he was given in the Middle East and he never once 
expressed his disappointment publicly. As his son and biographer Julian describes in the preface 
to the biography of his father he wrote in 2008, òHe was a man of exceptional modesty, and he 
firmly refused to write his own memoirs, or allow anyone else to do it. He was determined not to 
join ôThe War of the Generalsõ with each setting out to promote their own claim to fameé. As a 
result, little has been written about his achievementsé. In accordance with my fatherõs wishes, I 
have tried to avoid any criticism of others, or to cause controversy. I have not sought to resolve 
the rights and wrongs of various controversial issues in which he was involved, but have stated 
the situation seen by my father at the time, and have left it to readers to make their own 
judgements.ó 

Julian Paget leaves two of his fatherõs best friends to sum up his achievements. The Rt Hon Sir 
James Grigg, who was Secretary of State from 1943 to 1945, wrote: òIt was on his creation of 
what was possibly the finest British Army of all time that I base the assertion that Paget rendered 
matchless service to the state. Mr Churchill once referred to Montgomery as ôthat great 
Cromwellian soldieró. I thought then and I think now that the epithet applied much more 
fittingly to Paget.ó 



 
The second quote chosen by Julian to conclude his biography of his father is by the author Sir 
Arthur Bryant, who co-founded the Ashridge College of Citizenship with Paget in 1946: 
òThe nobility and selflessness of the man were apparent to everyone who worked with him. By 
many of those who knew him, he will be remembered as the supreme embodiment of what a 
British soldier should be ð a man of rocklike character, high moral and physical courage, 
unfaltering in obedience and in the performance of his duty, yet always eager to encourage 
initiative in others. Throughout his career he has been guidedé. by a deep, religious faith and a 
crusaderõs sense of mission. Such men arouse love and loyalty in those who serve under them, 
and leave behind an abiding impress.ó 

The qualities Bryant most admires in Paget might also be described as the epitome of a ôtrue 
Salopianõ, and it is fitting that his tribute was published in The Salopian magazine, June 1960. 

Paget devoted a large part of his later life to the cause of adult education in citizenship, which he 
saw as being vital for the ôwinning of the peaceõ. òIf we are to win the peace and establish a 
better world as a result of this war, we must maintain in peace those qualities which made us 
great in war, and are the redeeming feature of war. We must learn to put things first; duty before 
self-interest, and we must have high moral purpose and belief in ourselves and our Destiny.ó 

 

General Sir Bernard Paget inspecting the Shrewsbury School CCF, 1943 



 
This quote is from a speech Paget gave at Shrewsbury School in 1943 ð a year when he might 
have been forgiven for being unable to spare the time to return to his alma mater to give a talk 
and inspect the CCF. Like Dempseyõs visit to inspect the School CCF in 1945, their readiness to 
return ð as both of them continued to do during the rest of their lives - demonstrates the 
importance Shrewsbury School had for both of them. 

 

General Sir Miles Dempsey inspecting the Shrewsbury School CCF, 1945 

In 1948, Paget formally unveiled the Schoolõs memorial to the Salopians killed during the Second 
World War. This memorial is the curved stone wall positioned behind the statue of Sir Philip 
Sidney, the Schoolõs other great military hero, which serves as a memorial to all those Salopians ð 
contemporaries of both Paget and Dempsey ð killed in the First World War. 

 

General Sir Bernard Paget at the unveiling of Shrewsbury School's WWII memorial, 1948 



 

Junior Essay Prize 2019 
Thursday 6 June 2019 

This week saw the much anticipated announcement of this year's Junior Essay Prize 
competition... 

 

Dr David Gee, schoolmaster at Shrewsbury for over 50 years, kindly agreed to be this year's 
judge and received six anonymous shortlisted scripts over the recent Exeat. 

Covering a wide range of syllabus extension areas from elite sport, journeys to Mars and 
responses to poetry, Dr Gee was suitably impressed with the craft and quality of this year's 
essays. 

Many congratulations to Eustacia Feng (M 4) for being chosen as this year's winning entry. 
Eustacia will receive her prize on Speech Day alongside the other school academic prizewinners. 

Mr Mackridge 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

School Firsts 
Thursday 6 June 2019 

School Firsts are one of the highest honours at Shrewsbury, rewarding pupils who have 
demonstrated exceptional contributions to School life. They are awarded each term by a 
committee of Upper Sixth Formers. 

The committee members take their work seriously, for two main reasons: firstly, this is a good 
example of pupil power ð while teachers may make nominations, it is only those ten or so Upper 
Sixth pupils sitting on the committee who have the power to vote; secondly, to retain the value 
of the ôSchool Firstõ, precious few are handed out. 

Nowadays School Firsts have been split into two types: sporting and non-sporting. Below is a list 
of those pupils who have been given the coveted award this term for their exceptional 
contributions to School life in non-sporting activities: 
 
For their outstanding leadership of and contributions to the Bastille Society: 
Libby Hedges and Ebrahim Jamshid 
 
For her exceptional contributions to School Drama: 
Eleanor Niblett 
 
For their exceptional contributions to the musical life of the School: 
Matthew Tsang and Felix Jebb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Senior Girlsõ Quad win Silver at National 
Schools' Regatta 
Friday 7 June 2019 

A new chapter in the annals of the Royal Shrewsbury School Boat Club, as the girls now 
join the boys in reaching the podium at the highest national level. 

The National Schoolsõ Regatta took place at Dorney Lake over three days from the 24th - 26th 
May. The Boat Club took various crews to the event, which began with elimination time trials 
followed by semi-finals and finals. The time trials saw crews racing over 1,900 metres, with the 
top 12 crews in most events going through to a side-by-side race. 

The J15 girlsõ quad were the only RSSBC crew to race on the Friday and faced a formidable 
challenge by taking on 67 other crews to qualify. The girls put in a strong performance, coming 
in 18th and securing a spot in the C final. This was a closely fought affair, with the girls coming 
in 6th. 

 

J16A VIII 

On Saturday, eight Shrewsbury crews raced. The time trial results saw the 1st VIII come 3rd of 
28, the 2nd VIII 1st of 12, the J16 VIII 9th of 18, the J15A VIII 10th of 25, the J15B VIII 15th 
of 21, the Girlsõ J15 VIII 14th of 25, the Senior Girlsõ Coxed Four 16th of 19 and a Senior Girlsõ 
double 16th of 50. 

 

1st VIII 



 
The 1st VIII came 4th in the A Final, missing out on bronze in a photo finish. The 2nd VIII also 
came in 4th in their A final. The J15A VIII won their B Final, and the J16 VIII came third in 
their B Final. 

 

J15A VIII  

On Sunday, four Shrewsbury crews raced: the Senior Girlsõ top boat making their first 
appearance at the Regatta; the 1st VIII split into coxed and coxless fours; and the J16s racing in a 
coxless four. 

 

Senior Boys' Coxless Four 

All four boats progressed from the time trial into the side-by-side racing, with the Girlsõ 1st 
Quad making a strong statement by coming first in the time trial out of 40 crews. The girls built 
on this performance to control their semi-final and come in first, putting themselves in a strong 
position for the final. 

The Girlsõ Championship Quads is arguably one of the most prestigious events at the regatta, 
along with Boysõ Championship Eights, with the top programmes using the event in preparation 
and hopeful selection for Henley Royal Regatta. All six crews that qualified for the final were 
within three seconds of each other across the two semi-finals. 



 

 

The Shrewsbury Quad made a strong start in the final and set up a long and powerful rhythm 
that held them in the top three through the first three timing marks, just off the fast-starting 
Gloucester Hartpury crew and in a tight battle with Henley Rowing Club. Both those clubs have 
been dominating the junior girlsõ rowing season in recent years, with Gloucester Hartpury having 
won three of the last four Henley titles. 

In the closing stages of the race, Shrewsbury held their form excellently and staved off challenges 
from Headington School and Tideway Scullers. A boat-stopping crab in the Gloucester boat in 
the last few strokes saw them drop from first to fourth as Henley claimed gold and Shrewsbury 
silver. 

 

The result in the context of Shrewsburyõs rowing history is significant and sets the girls up 
fantastically for an assault on the Diamond Jubilee Challenge Cup and Henley. The result not 
only placed them as the top school crew in the event but, along with the 1st VIIIõs performance 
in the Championships Eights, places Shrewsbury School as arguably the top co-educational 
rowing school in the country. 

The Senior Boysõ coxless four came 6th in the A Final, the coxed four were 2nd in the B Final, 
and the J16 coxless four came 5th in the B Final. 

Athol Hundermark 
Director of Rowing 



 

Senior and Junior Essay Prize 
Competitions 
Friday 7 June 2019 

The winners of both the Senior and Junior Essay Prize competitions have been 
announced... 

Air Marshal Sir Michael Simmons (DB 1950-55), one of the architects of the Richard Hillary 
Essay Medal Competition in memory of RAF fighter pilot and author of The Last Enemy, 
Richard Hillary (Ch 1931-37), visited the School last month to meet this yearõs winner, Anna 
Cowan (MSH), and the two runners-up, Lara Gabbitas (EDH) and Alexander Sparkes (I). 

The essay prize on a single word topic (this year 'challenge') was judged by Graham Hoyland, 
adventurer, mountaineer and author of Last Hours on Everest about the fatal ascent of George 
Mallory and Sandy Irvine (WHM 1916-21). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Historic moment for Shrewsbury School 
Cricket 
Friday 7 June 2019 

Two exciting firsts for Shrewsbury School cricketers this week: Issy Wong became the first 
girl to play for the Boysõ 1st XI; and Harry Cooke took two (yes, two) hat-tricks for 
Shropshire CCC U15s. 

 

Playing against Myerscough College on Wednesday 5th June, Issy contributed to a 7-wicket 
victory for Shrewsbury with two wickets of her own ð the first a stunning yorker that sent the 
batsmanõs leg-stump flying, and the second setting up a fine catch by Peter Clark. 

 



 

 

 

òIt came as no surprise that Issy was selected, on merit, for the Shrewsbury School 1st X1,ó said 
Teacher in Charge of Cricket, Andy Barnard. òHer progress over the past year has been 
phenomenal.ó 

The following day, Fifth Former Harry Cooke had an outstanding match playing for the 
Shropshire CCC U15s against Herefordshire. Remarkably, he took not just one but two hat-



 
tricks, part of a spell that saw him take eight wickets for just six runs. Prior to that he had also 
scored 61 runs. A day to remember. 

"Harry has had an impressive start to the summer following a winter of hard work," said Cricket 
Professional and 1st XI Coach Adam Shantry. His commitment to the off-season programme, 
concluding with the incredibly worthwhile Easter tour to Cape Town has paid dividends, and he 
deserves his success. 

"He has already enjoyed opportunities to opening both the batting and the bowling at 1st team 
level, and will be given many more chances to develop further." 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Senior and Junior Essay Prize 
Competitions 
Friday 7 June 2019 

The winners of both the Senior and Junior Essay Prize competitions have been 
announced... 

Air Marshal Sir Michael Simmons (DB 1950-55), one of the architects of the Richard Hillary 
Essay Medal Competition in memory of RAF fighter pilot and author of The Last Enemy, 
Richard Hillary (Ch 1931-37), visited the School last month to meet this yearõs winner, Anna 
Cowan (MSH), and the two runners-up, Lara Gabbitas (EDH) and Alexander Sparkes (I). 

The essay prize on a single word topic (this year 'challenge') was judged by Graham Hoyland, 
adventurer, mountaineer and author of Last Hours on Everest about the fatal ascent of George 
Mallory and Sandy Irvine (WHM 1916-21). 

 

Dr David Gee, schoolmaster at Shrewsbury for over 50 years, kindly agreed to judge this yearõs 
Junior Essay Prize and received six anonymous shortlisted scripts over the recent Exeat. 



 
Covering a wide range of syllabus extension areas from elite sport, journeys to Mars and 
responses to poetry, Dr Gee was suitably impressed with the craft and quality of the essays. 

Congratulations to Eustacia Feng (M 4) for being chosen as this year's winning entry and to Will 
Singleton (R 3, Runner-up), Kate Woodman (M 3,Third place) and Mew Hansiriphan (O 
4), Poppy Stephens (MSH 4), Georgina Cooper (G 4), whose essays were all shortlisted. 

 

Eustacia and Anna will receive their prizes on Speech Day alongside the other school academic 
prizewinners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mrs Peakõs SwimRun Challenge for the 
Shewsy 
Friday 7 June 2019 

In her own words, Mrs Peak will be going so far outside her comfort zone to raise funds for 
the Schoolõs youth club in Liverpool this Saturday òthat she may not come backó. 

 
She will be taking part in the Great North SwimRun ð a 12km cross-country course alternating 
running around and swimming through Lake Windermere. (And the weather forecast is currently 
"heavy rain and strong, gusting winds"...) 

òThis is the first time I have ever attempted anything like this. As a teacher I constantly tell 
young people that they learn from pushing themselves out of their comfort zones.... Iõm 
practising what I preach and Iõm so scared. What will I learn?ó 

She would be very grateful for any donations to help spur her on her way as she òtries to make a 
small difference to a wonderful youth centre with tremendous young people and staff at its 
heartó. 

The link to her online donations page is: https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/annapeak1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/annapeak1


 

The Genius of  Leonardo 
Monday 10 June 2019 

Figure studies, maps, engineering and weapon designs, architectural plans, anatomical 
drawings ð all these aspects feature in the Exhibition of Leonardo drawings at The 
Queenõs Gallery. 

 

Unsurprisingly, the offer of a private Salopian tour and talk by Desmond Shawe-Taylor (I 1968-
73), Surveyor of The Queenõs Pictures, on Thursday 6th June was fully subscribed. Those 
attending were left to wonder at the genius of Leonardo reflected in his drawings, taken from an 
album acquired by Charles II. 

Our thanks again to Desmond Shawe-Taylor for yet another tour de force. 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Record number of  Shrewsbury School 
athletes qualify for the Mason Trophy 
Wednesday 12 June 2019 

Despite persistent rain, our Athletics Squad were in tremendous form at the County 
Schools Championships in Telford on Saturday 8th June. 

Well done to all 28 athletes who competed, and particular congratulations to the nine who 
qualified to represent Shropshire in the Mason Trophy (Midlands Championships), which will be 
held at Alexandra Stadium in Birmingham on Saturday 15th June: 

¶ Ben W ð 1500m 

¶ Francesca Harris ð 1500m 

¶ Harrison Cutler ð 1500m 

¶ Will S ð 1500m 

¶ Kitty S-P 75m ð Hurdles 

¶ Fadi Masri-Kayalif ð High Jump 

¶ Tom Jackson ð1500m Steeplechase 

¶ Ed Forde-Johnston ð 1500m Steeplechase 

¶ Irina Liniger ð 100m and 200m 
 

 

Will Singleton and Ben Weston after finishing 1st and 2nd in the 1500m 

 



 

Sidney-Darwin Dash and Quarter-Mile 
Challenge 2019 
Thursday 13 June 2019 

A large crowd gathered on Top Common after Chapel on Sunday 9th June to cheer on the 
runners in the finals of the Inter-House Sidney-Darwin Dash and Quarter-Mile 
Challenge. 

Full results will be published on the website shortly, but highlights included: 

Lillian Wilcox (EDH) doing the double and winning the Senior Girlsõ Sidney-Darwin Dash and 
Quarter-Mile Challenge ð the first time this feat has been achieved. 

 

 

 Toby Pegge (PH) retaining his Senior Boysõ Quarter-Mile Challenge title from last year. 



 
 

 

Matt Brinkley making it a Porthill double by winning the Senior Boysõ Sidney-Darwin Dash in a 
thrilling photo finish. 

 



 

 

Jonny Price (I) almost doing the double, having dominated the Junior Boysõ Quarter-Mile 
Challenge from the start. He was pipped on the line by Henry Lees (Rb) in the Junior Boysõ 
Sidney-Darwin Dash. 

 



 
A Grove double in the Junior Girlsõ races: Irina Liniger (G) was impressive in the Junior Girlsõ 
Sidney-Darwin Dash, and Jemima Gee (G) pipped Eva H (G) to the line to win the Quarter-Mile 
Challenge. 

 

Well done to all runners.  

Thank you to Dr Case for the photos and to Film Fellow David Clifford for capturing the high-
octane atmosphere of the event on film. It's introduced by Abi Watkinson (MSH U6) and Tom 
Jackson (R L6), who explain the history of the races. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Shewsy Visit to Shrewsbury School 
Friday 14 June 2019 

On Sunday 9th June, we welcomed 30 young people and staff from Shrewsbury House 
(ôThe Shewsyõ), our youth club in Everton, Liverpool. 

 

Joined by ten ladies and gentlemen of Mary Sidney Hall and School House respectively, our 
Shewsy visitors enjoyed a tough game of bubble football, proved skilfull at tag archery, created a 
wonderful art mural under the guidance of our inspiring Art Department, and took to the water 
for a canoeing session on the River Severn. (To claim that everyone stayed dry would be a lie - 
the river was too tempting...!) 

  

 



 
 ôPeople matter more than thingsõ - the Shewsy motto says it all, and despite the many activities, 
what mattered most were the many smiles and the laughter coming from Evertonians and 
Salopians alike. 

Mrs Russell 
 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


