
 

Choral Evensong in Chester Cathedral 
Friday 1 March 2019 

Shrewsbury choristers and musicians hit all the right notes as they travelled to sing 
Evensong at Chester Cathedral this week. 

 

Under the expert charge of Alex Mason, Director of Chapel Music ð and accompanied by Dr 
John Godwin ð the Chapel Choir assisted evening worship in the inspiring surroundings of the 
former abbey church, which dates back to 1093. 

Clergy, Old Salopians, staff and choristers nestled cheek-by-jowl in the ornately carved quire to 
enjoy wonderfully clear and dramatic performances of Sumsion in G and Elgarõs stirring 
anthem, The Spirit of the Lord. Henri Cramsie stepped in as Cantor in the Preces and Responses by 
Reading with characteristic verve. 
 
In a rousing finale, Arthur Hope Barton took controls of the cathedralõs huge Grand Organ with 
conviction and mastery that belied his youthful Third Form years to play out the choir with 
Karg-Elertõs recessional, Nun Danket Alle Gott. 



 

 

Mr Mason said: òIt was a real privilege for the Chapel Choir to sing Evensong at Chester 
Cathedral. I was thrilled with their wonderfully stylish performances of the Sumsion and Elgar in 
particular, and their professionalism throughout the occasion was commendable. Arthur Hope 
Barton almost literally pulled out all the stops for the recessional organ voluntary - a remarkable 
achievement for one so young. They all fully deserved their post-service feast at Pizza Express!ó 

Following the service, the 100-strong congregation moved to the magnificent surroundings of 
the Chapter House for a drinks reception hosted by the Headmaster. Current and prospective 
parents were joined by a strong turnout from the Old Salopian body, reinforcing the strength of 
links between Shrewsbury School and the Cheshire area over many decades. 

Mr Fraser-Andrews 

 



 

Shrewsbury SparkPoint - 'The 
Undiscovered Country' 
Monday 4 March 2019 

This week's edition considers the human obsession with attempting to divine the future... 

Please click here to open Shrewsbury SparkPoint 'The Undiscovered Country' as a pdf. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.shrewsbury.org.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/files/academic/ShrewsburySparkPoint_316.pdf


 

Running for CRY 
Monday 4 March 2019 

On Sunday 24th March, Chemistry teacher Vicky Kirk and Shrewsbury School parent 
Karen Wilcox will be running the London Landmarks Half-Marathon to raise money for 
the charity CRY (Cardiac Risk in the Young). 

They will be running in memory of a friendõs daughter, Freya, who died last year aged 19 of an 
undiagnosed heart condition. 

They have an online fundraising page and would be very grateful for all donations, large or 
small: Running for Freya 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?userUrl=RunningforFreya&isTeam=true


 

Giles Bell's Team of  the Week 
Tuesday 5 March 2019 

This week, the Art Faculty. 

My office is covered in art as my wife is keen to ôrecycleõ the numerous pictures that my children 
bring back from school. 

 

Personally, I have always found Tracey Emin to be an inspiration and I like to think that my 
office has a look of her ôunmade bedõ. 

  



 
There are some who seem not to see the meticulous manner in which I carefully arrange my 
papers and possessions and who claim it is a mess. Such people clearly have no appreciation of 
contemporary art. 

The Shrewsbury School Art Faculty is opposite my study window, and when it is possible to see 
through it, I witness a stream of arty folk visiting the nirvana of creativity. I love going into the 
Art Faculty as there is such a breadth and range of work to be admired. I myself keep my artistry 
very much to myself but I can boast that all the pictures I produced when I was at school were 
displayed. It was a very well-produced copy, though I say so myself. 

There is almost a completely new look to the Art Faculty teaching team. The new Head of Art is 
Ms Lucy Caddel who has joined us from Haberdashersõ Askeõs Crayford Academy. Lucy is a 
superb artist and particularly enjoys painting fruit. 

 

òItõs so appealing,ó she told me. òI find I go bananas when I have a brush in my hand,ó she 
added as she sipped her orange juice. 



 
Lucy is delighted to be working here, òItõs a plum job,ó she admitted. ôCurrantlyõ Lucy is keen to 
make the Faculty as accessible as possible. òI want it so that every young woman and young man 
goes about their business with real zest and enthusiasm.ó 

Lucy has brought with her James Yule, who she has worked with before. James had been in 
Dubai, but with global warming he felt he might as well come back to Shropshire. James is a 
definite enthusiast and enjoys working with creative minds. He has really loved working with his 
Fourth Form set: òEvery day is like Christmas when you are working with such amazing 
students,ó Mr Yule added. 

He particularly likes Minna Mooreõs pink centipede. Such is his imagination, he can almost see it 
as real. òReality is all about perception, and this centipede is attacking me,ó he claimed. 

 

  

 

  



 
He is also a big fan of Tabitha Winkleyõs work. Though Ms Caddel and Mr Harrison could not 
work out where Tabitha got the idea to make a rotten apple from. 

 

Stewart Harrison is the third member of the new triumvirate. He is no mean artist himself and is 
a musician of some note (mostly the right ones). Stewart has a clear idea of his purpose in life, 
despite Alex Loumidis suggesting otherwise, his major job being to enhance the historical 
knowledge of our Art Historians. 

 

òArt History is my life and I see it being made all around me.ó Mr Harrison said. òAlex Loumidis 
could be the next Andy Warhol,ó Alex Loumidis is keen to be the next Andy Warhol. òI am keen 
to be the next Andy Warhol,ó he intimated. 



 
Mr Jarrod Gabbitas is another wonderfully talented artist but he is not new to the department. òI 
am not new to the department,ó he told me. òI like to keep fresh and I am open to change,ó he 
added, so I gave him 50p to keep him happy. 

 

Yiota Maxfield comes in on a Thursday to help with the creative demands of the School. òI pop 
in once a week for a ôcraftanoonõ,ó Yiota explained. She is skilled in creative crafts and felt work, 
among other artistic mediums. She has an expertise in art therapy, and William Cowper was 
quick to tell me that he looks forward to the session all week. òI canõt sleep at night before my 
creative art sessions. The lack of sleep has made me slightly anxious, but I find the art I do is 
very relaxing and calms me down. So, I am working in a vicious circle.ó Frank Mansell feels that 
Art is very therapeutic, and George Clowes was quick to agree. òArt is very therapeutic,ó he 
observed. 



 

 

Emily Edwards and Fran Baynes wanted to show me their breakfast on a plate. òMrs Maxfield 
has been egging us on,ó Emily explained. 

 

Mr Yule then showed me round the Faculty whilst eulogising about the Upper Sixth, who are all 
currently working on their trial exam pieces. We came across Elwood Rainey working on a piece 



 
the theme of which is ôwho am I?õ He was clearly on a very personal and thought-provoking 
journey and was completely absorbed in the creative process. 

 

Olivia Taylor has also found her art work to be absorbing. Indeed, it is so absorbing I could not 
get her to notice I was there. I have concluded that she likes to create art that has purpose and is 
poignant. The picture of her staircase has become a hit on Instagram with over a hundred likes 
already. 

  



 

 



 
Molly Kaye is working at a sofa which is in the shape of a large pair of lips. I asked her what her 
inspiration was. She told me that she has been asked by her family to make them a new sofa. 
Molly is such a lovely young lady that she has taken up the challenge and just hopes her parents 
like it. I think they will, Molly! 

 

Anna Scott-Bell was not keen on being photographed making something with sand and clay that 
was inspired by one of Kader Attiaõs untitled installations. Anna is too modest, and I am 
highlighting her brilliance ð after all, it is important to get used to fame. 

 

Kiwi Chan is working on some distorted faces in a very clever manner, and Anthea Siu is keen 
on chairs. 



 

 

 

Olivia Collingwood-Cameron was keen to show me her sketch book and has been quietly 
creating a variety of masterpieces, while Freddie Williams has been inspired by Kyffin Williams 
and has been painting Welsh landscapes. 



 

 

 

  

There is so much talent I will have left several budding artists out, but I hope I have managed to 
paint a picture of the broad landscape that is the artistic scene at Shrewsbury School. 

GJFB 
 

 

 

 



 

RAF cadets take to the skies 
Tuesday 5 March 2019 

On Wednesday 27th February, eight of the CCF Royal Air Force Section cadets had the 
opportunity to fly with pilot instructors at RAF Cosford. 

 

Ivan Gershkovich 

In the Grob Tutor aircraft, which is the first aircraft service personnel use in their military flying 
training, each cadet had a 30-minute flight, with almost all of that time spent at the controls. 

As Fifth Formers, they all had some prior flying training through the gliding opportunities that 
the RAF Section offers, so they were able to move quickly past the basic manoeuvres that most 
cadets would learn on Air Experience Fights. 



 

 



 

 

L-R: Krystal Zhu and Andrew Maxwell. Andrew is one of just 17 cadets in the UK to have been awarded a pilot 

scholarship this summer. 

Travelling above the Midlands countryside as far as Shrewsbury or Birmingham, the cadets 
learned to fly inverted (upside down!) and performed a number of aerobatic manoeuvres 
themselves, including loops, stall turns and barrel rolls. 

 



 

 

 

With a few more days like this planned for the rest of the year, the entire Section should get the 
chance to experience this for themselves. 

Plt Off DM Wray 
 



 

Basketball: Shrewsbury Sharks reach 
national quarter-final 
Wednesday 6 March 2019 

Our senior basketball team, 'The Sharks', played the biggest game in their history on 
Wednesday 6th March with a quarter-final in the national English Basketball 
Association (EBBA) Cup. 

 

This was a great occasion. Our opponents Charnwood Academy, Loughborough, were the 
defending champions and are the powerhouse of school basketball with a link to the Leicester 
Riders professional team. Their boys train two or three times per day and many go on to play 
professionally in the UK and obtain scholarships to US colleges. 

The Sharks gave an excellent account of themselves and remained competitive in every quarter 
of the match. They perhaps missed a few too many easy shots at key moments to not make the 
game closer and put more pressure on their opponents. 

A final result of 89-49 was a great effort. 

The Basketball Club continues to go from strength to strength, as the U18s are already County 
Champions and the U16s have a chance in the next few weeks to become champions too. 

The annual Boys' House and Girls' House Basketball Competitions take place over the next two 
available Sundays. These are always festivals of fun, flair and no little skill! 

Will Hughes 



 

òBy the pricking of my thumbs, 
something wicked this way comeséó 
Thursday 7 March 2019 

Director of Drama Helen Brown reviews Churchill's house play - a powerful and cleverly 
contemporary production of 'Macbeth', performed over two evenings last week in the Ashton 
Theatre. 

Richard Hudsonõs modern-dress production welcomed the audience into the boardroom of 
Scotland Plc, drawing parallels between the cut-throat brutality of medieval warfare and the 
contemporary world of mergers and acquisitions. 

Tom Allenõs Macbeth was not a battle-scarred warrior but a power-hungry, sharp-suited 
businessman with an eye for the main chance. After his bravura performance as Richard III in 
the Fourth Form, I was looking forward to seeing Allen tackle another of Shakespeareõs great 
anti-heroes, and he did not disappoint, demonstrating a crisp, intelligent control of the verse that 
made the complexities of the language utterly intelligible. 

 

Following a hostile takeover bid by rivals Norway Plc, Macbeth returns home, to be accosted en 
route by a trio of witches ð played here by the Wyrd Sisterhood Cleaning Services, brandishing 



 
mops and dusters, the linguistic transition from the early 21st to the early 17th century provided 
by the metatheatrical discovery in the waste paper bin of a discarded copy of Macbeth, reminding 
them of their school days when they once played the Wyrd Sisters. 

 

  

The Upper Sixth triumvirate of Will Hope, Harry Remnant and Toby Pattinson have given 
sterling service to school and house drama over the last five years, and it was hugely impressive 
to see them delivering such well-judged cameo performances in the same week as their A level 
trials. 

  

 

  


