
 

Chemistry Olympiad success 
Wednesday 1 May 2019 

Shrewsbury Sixth Form chemists amassed a total of six gold, seven silver and six bronze 
medals in the first round of the 2019 RSC Chemistry Olympiad. 

 

Gold medal winners Tony Wan, Peter Yang, Adam Pattenden, Veronica Munday, Jenny Xu (Chris Wong is not 

pictured) 

This year, 24 of our students took part in Round 1 of the RSC Chemistry Olympiad, sitting a 
paper that was exceptionally challenging. The percentage of certificates they earned between 
them was significantly higher than the national average. Notably, Lower Sixth Former Peter 
Yang scored 46/80, which was the highest of our participants and placed him in the top 5% 
nationally, while Upper Sixth Former Adam Pattenden earned his second Gold certificate ð a 
rare achievement. 

This competition is designed to challenge and stimulate the most talented young chemists in the 
country and is open to all post-16 students in the UK. There are three rounds to the 
competition, at the end of which the UK team is selected to train for, and compete in, the 
International Chemistry Olympiad. Further information is available 
on www.rsc.org/Education/events-and-competitions/Olympiad/ . 

The Round 1 paper itself is based on the core of the chemistry A-level specifications, so that 
students taking any of the different exam board A-levels can compete fairly. The exam lasts two 
hours and is composed of a series of structured questions designed to stretch able students by 

http://www.rsc.org/Education/events-and-competitions/Olympiad/


 
making them apply the principles they have learnt to new and often more complex situations 
than they would meet in their A-level course. With credit generally available just for the answers 
(not for any of the usually lengthy working out), it is essential to have a very sound base of 
knowledge and understanding, meticulousness, and the ability to think and reason - often 
"outside the box" - at a high level. 

Gold Medals were awarded to: 
Veronica Munday (EDH U6) 
Adam Pattenden (S U6) 
Tony Wan (I U6) 
Chris Wong (SH U6) 
Jenny Xu (MSH U6) 
Peter Yang (SH L6) 
 
Silver Medals were awarded to: 
Bilal Anwar (Rb L6) 
Reuben Denison (SH U6) 
Connor Hickey (Ch L6) 
Runjie Liao (MSH L6) 
Mohan Sun (SH L6) 
Susanna Wu (EDH U6) 
Jake Williams (Rb U6) 
 
Bronze Medals were awarded to: 
Jack Ai (Rt L6) 
Hannah Cheng (EDH L6) 
George Lawrence (O L6) 
Jetty Russell (G U6) 
Anthony Siu (I L6) 
Jing Wu (MSH L6) 
Mr Wray 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Shrewsbury School equestrian team 
represent Shropshire in National 
Championships 
Thursday 2 May 2019 

Tom Allen, Flo Bury, Albert Horne and Maddy Baly travelled to Bury Farm Equestrian 
Village last Friday to represent Shropshire in the NSEA National Championships. 

Maddy Baly reports: 

We had to set off early in the morning and it was a long day, but it was a great experience. We 
had a really good start, finishing the outdoor round of the 90-95cm class in a position to win, 
with Tom and Maddy going clear and Flo only picking up 4 faults. In the indoor round Maddy 
went clear again but we unfortunately gained a few more faults, placing us 12th out of 26 teams 
overall which we were happy with. 

 
Maddy and Miss Polly 

 
Tom and Indo Million 

The 1m-1.05m class consisted of a tricky course with some huge jumps up to 1.10m. Tom had 
two great rounds and only finished with 4 faults overall, and everyone else did very well to knock 



 
only a few poles each in both rounds, given that the jumps were so big and horses were getting 
tired later in the day. 

We finished 9th out of 16 teams, which was a success. 

 
Flo and Longwater Chancer 

 

 
Albert and Windy Lad 

Albert competed individually in the 1.10m-1.15m class and did very well in such a high class. 

It was a fantastic effort from everyone and the horses were brilliant on such a hot day. Thank 
you to Miss Williams and Mrs Horne (Mother of Albert), who was Team Manager for the event, 
for organising a really fun day. 

 



 

Shrewsbury School Sixth Former 
published in The Guardian 
Thursday 2 May 2019 

A powerful opinion piece, written by Lower Sixth Former Charlie (Charlotte) Hancock in 
response to media harrassment of Nobel Peace Prize nominee Greta Thunberg, was 
published in The Guardian on 25th April. 

Please follow the link to read it: 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/apr/25/greta -thunberg-autism-
spectrum-critics?CMP=share_btn_fb 
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Issy selected for England Womenõs 
Cricket Academy tour to India 
Thursday 2 May 2019 

Congratulations to Issy Wong on being selected as one of 15 members of the England 
Womenõs Academy (EWA) for their training camp in India, which took place from 6th to 
26th April. 

 

In addition to her School cricket commitments, Issy has also just been selected for the 
Warwickshire CCC Senior Womenõs team, the Bears, where she will be playing alongside her 
Shrewsbury School Cricket Coach, Gwenan Davies. She also plays womenõs club cricket for 
Berkswell and boysõ and men's cricket for Knowle & Dorridge. 
 
Speaking before Issy set off for India, the Womenõs & Girlsõ Performance Manager at 
Warwickshire CCC, Laura MacLeod, said: òItõs great to see Issy win this place with the England 
Womenõs Academy in India. She is a very exciting prospect and is already bowling with pace that 
could trouble batters at the highest level of the game. Bowling in the subcontinent presents a 
great challenge to any seam bowler, but weõre confident that Issy can learn a huge amount from 
this experience and develop the necessary skills to take her further in the game.ó 
 
Gwenan Davies is equally warm in her tribute to Issy: "We are very excited as cricket staff at 
Shrewsbury School to see where Issy's cricket takes her in the next couple of years. It will be a 
pleasure to take the field with her this coming Sunday (5th May) against Sussex, and I can't wait 
to see her thrive at the top level of the Women's County game." 
 
 

 

 



 

Shrewsbury School Golf  Team finish 6th 
in ISGA National Finals 
Friday 3 May 2019 

It has been a busy and successful week for the Shrewsbury School Golf Team of captain 
Ted Williams (U6 R) playing off a handicap of 7, Sam Austen (L6 SH) off 2 and Rory 
McDonald-O'Brien (4 PH) off 1. 

 

The ISGA National Final was played over the 27th -29th April at Princeõs and Royal St Georgeõs 
Golf Clubs, in Sandwich, Kent. Twenty regional winning schools took part, including many of 
the best young golfers in the country. Against a good number of golf academy schools, we 
wanted to aim high and achieve a top ten finish - even if it was our first National Final. 

We travelled to Princeõs on the Saturday morning via a practice round at Rye Golf Club, where 
we were shown great hospitality by brothers Tim and Richard Austen. Richard had flown over 
specially to watch his son play in the final. Then onward to our digs at Princeõs and a couple of 
games of competitive snooker before bedtime and dreams of course records and holes in one! 

Storm Hannah was still very evident at tee-off time on the Sunday, so it was a high-scoring day 
for many on the Shore and Himalayas course at Princeõs. Mr and Mrs Williams wrapped up well 
to follow Ted's progress and Mr Austen, with his four-week-old 'bionic' hip, followed Sam. Rory 
scored 5 over par and Ted a couple further back, with Sam struggling a little - even after scoring 



 
an eagle into the wind! The best score by anyone on the day was 1 under par, which gives a sense 
of just how difficult it was. 

In the evening we had a prizegiving dinner at Princeõs Club House, where the boys received their 
Regional Winners trophy. 

 

After more competitive snooker, we awoke to a lovely summerõs day for the final round at Royal 
St Georgeõs - home to Darren Clarke's 2011 Open Championship win. 

Serious game faces were in evidence on the driving range on the Monday morning, and any faint 
whispers of 'going low' were quickly hushed by those who knew the course's energy-sapping 
reputation. Rory shot level par, Sam was 3 over and Ted was disappointed not to have his best 
game on such an iconic golf course. Loretto edged out last yearõs winners Rossall, aided by the 
best round of the day of 3 under par. We were delighted to finish 6th out of the 20 participating 
schools: top of the non-golf academy schools and ahead of a good few golf academy schools to 
boot! 

Rory received a gold medal for his top ten individual score, Sam got a silver and Ted a bronze. I 
was tremendously proud of the teamõs performance and thoroughly enjoyed their company over 
the three days. They were determined individually and there was great team camaraderie 
throughout. They would love to do it again next year and at St Andrews, the home of golf! 



 

 

BREAKING NEWS...  
Friday 3rd May Shropshire Schools Championship at Arscott Golf Club... Ted Williams wins the 
U19 prize with a net 68 score; Sam Austen is second, with a net 71; and Will Austen is third, 
with a net 75 score. We wait to hear about the team prize... Success breeds success! 
 
Mr Schofield 
Teacher in Charge of Golf 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Rifle team selections 
Monday 6 May 2019 

Congratulations to Arthur and George Bramwell, who have been selected for the Rifle 
Association UK U17 Cadet team and the County of Lancaster Rifle Association team 
respectively. 

 

Fifth Former Arthur will compete with the U17 UK cadet team in the Channel Islands this 
summer. 

Both George (L6) and Arthur are key members of the Shrewsbury School Shooting Club and 
have been major contributors to its recent revival and success, including competing in the 
premier national inter-school long-bore shooting competition, the Ashburton Shield, held over 
four days at Bisley Common in July. 

 
Shrewsbury School Shooting Team at the Ashburton Shield, July 2018 



 

Foundation AGM 
Tuesday 7 May 2019 

The Foundation is holding its AGM on 9th May at 4pm at Lexington and Partners, 50 
Berkeley Street, London W1J 8HA.  

If anyone would like to attend please could they contact Joanne Hutchinson 
at jhutchinson@shrewsbury.org.uk or 01743 280889. 
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Salopian Drivers' Club holds its first 
meeting 
Wednesday 8 May 2019 

Following the inauguration of the Salopian Driversõ Club (the SDC) at the Old Salopian 
weekend last October, we had our first meeting on Sunday 28th April at Bicester 
Heritage. 

 

Some 35 members and spouses/partners and other family members gathered at 10.30am at 
Pendine Classic Cars, owned by James Mitchell (G 1993-98), to receive a warm welcome and 
coffee and biscuits. James gave us a talk about his business and the history of Bicester Heritage 
originally as a First World War and then Second World War aerodrome and now in its present 
incarnation as a fast-growing centre for classic cars. It is well worth visiting if you happen to be 
in that part of the world sometime. 

 



 
After seeing James, we were given tours of two other businesses: one, Kingsbury Racing Shop 
Limited, where the owner, Ewen Getley, talked about the specialist restoration work they do on 
W.O. Bentleys; and the other, Robert Glover Ltd, where David Cox, son of Michael Cox (DB 
1961-66), talked to us about the vintage cars they specialise in selling. 

Everyone also had time to look at the numerous other businesses housed in the original 
buildings, which have been listed with a view to preserving the whole site. 

At about 12.30pm, we drove to the nearby Manor Weston Hotel at Weston-on-the-Green, where 
we enjoyed a good traditional lunch together seated at one long table in a panelled dining hall 
reserved just for us, before setting off for home at about 4pm. 

 

 

Our next gathering will be at Shrewsbury over the weekend of the Old Salopian weekend (21st 
and 22nd September). We will be holding our first AGM on the Saturday at 2.30pm and on the 
Sunday we will be driving over to Powis Castle, where some will participate in the Vaynor Rally 
and others enjoy a tour of the Castle. 



 
It is hoped that as many members as possible will attend and that those who own classic cars and 
motor bikes will bring them to the weekend, where they will be displayed on Central from 11.45 
amon the Saturday. 

We now have 65 members, but I suspect there are still quite a lot of Old Salopians and parents 
of current pupils who may want to join the Club. If you would like to do so or know someone 
who you think might like to do so, please email me on miles.preston@milespreston.co.uk and 
I will process your application. 
 
Miles Preston 
Chairman, Salopian Driversõ Club 
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National Schools' Fives Championships 
2019 
Thursday 9 May 2019 

"For every reason I can think of, this was the best Nationals I can remember" - report by 
Teacher in Charge of Fives, Seb Cooley. 

The 2019 Nationals were hosted this year by Shrewsbury in the last week of the Lent Term. This 
made for a much more relaxed week for the Shrewsbury staff and for far fewer lessons missed 
by the students. This was very welcome from our point of view; rumours that a local minibus 
company and a hotel of a well-known chain in Slough went into administration have not been 
confirmed. 

The entry into the tournament was nonetheless strong and overall the week ran as smoothly and 
as well as any I can remember; several teachers-in-charge from other schools have been in touch 
to commend the way the week was run. This was doubtless helped by some glorious conditions 
(in both 2013 and 2016 we have hosted in snow) which meant everyone was happy around the 
courts between games and spectating was comfortable. 

The U15s kicked off proceedings on 24th March, with 11 Salopian pairs entered, seven of these 
qualifying from their pool. Credit is due to Harry Cooke who with Henry McGowan ran fourth 
seeds St Olaveõs very close in the first game, narrowly missing out on a place in quarter-finals. 
Another week playing together might have done it. As it was we had two pairs in quarters, where 
Nick Argyle & Jago Ainslie drew the top seeds, Harrow. They didnõt have the firepower to win 
that encounter. 
 
Rory McDonald-O'Brien & Digby Taylor-West reached the final and played Harrow in a repeat 
of last yearõs beginners final with, sadly for us, the same result, though this year Harrow won 3-0, 
not 3-1. The Harrow pair have selected this as their main sport for the first two terms and we 
know that if we are to catch up with them next year, our boys will have to commit fully during 
the Lent Term. 
 
The U16s were up next and here we knew that, having committed their Fourth Form Lent Term 
to football and got onto the fives courts around their football commitments this year too, Finn 
Sansom, Guy Gowar and Ted Davis would need to get as much court time as possible during the 
tournament and some close matches early on to fire them into action. 

APM had put a lot of thought and juggling into finding the most effective pairings. At the last 16 
stage we had two pairs left in the competition. The second pair had got past Harrow 2 to get to 
this stage, but came up against a strong first seed in Eton and didnõt score a point. Our first pair 
had had a tussle (12-8, 12-8) against Highgate 3 and drew Harrow 1 (7th seeds) in the last 16. It 
was just the match we needed but it took just too long to get into it: we lost 13-12 in the third. 



 

 
U14 Beginners 

It is always difficult to predict how the U14 Beginner tournament will go: all players are on such 
a steep trajectory that their response to the competitive fives during the tournament is what 
makes the difference in the later stages. We have three strong pairs in this year group; the 
pairings had been shuffling in the fortnight before to find the best combination. All three of 
these pairs reached quarter-finals, but some tough draws and strong opposition meant that only 
one (Alex Clark & George Hughes) went through to semis: something for this group to work on 
in future years. 

Alex and George were looking strong: they got through semis despite not playing their best fives: 
Georgeõs cut, devastating when it works well, was inconsistent and Alex was trying to emulate it 
without much success. Nonetheless, during rallies in the semi-final against Eton 2 they were 
manoeuvring the play competently onto their terms (promisingly these terms being the corner of 
the court around the buttress) and winning it here. This premise they retained in the final against 
a strong Eton 1. With the Open final in the nextdoor court, they did well to retain concentration. 
Again, they won the match in and around the buttress to claim the tournament victory. 

In the Ladiesõ competition we had strong pairs: our first and second pairs were a shuffling of 
last yearõs finalists, with Sophia Breese this year playing with Emma Graham in pair 1 and Katie 
Oswald with Lizzie Ware in pair 2. Our third pair of Issy Wong (L6) and Fourth Former Izzy 
Morris knew they were dangerous, both having exceptionally strong cuts. Indeed such is our 
dominance at the senior ladiesõ level that (perhaps helped by the home championships) we had 
eight pars in the last 16. 



 
Sadly only our top three pairs named above pressed through into the quarters, but they each won 
their quarter, setting up a Shrewsbury 1 vs Shrewsbury 3 semi-final. This became a five-set epic 
finishing around 7:30 in the evening, with the younger girls eventually winning out in the decider, 
having lost a 2-0 lead. 

Katie and Lizzie went through their semi-final more comfortably, setting up another all-
Shrewsbury final, this year pair 2 against pair 3. The final, too, was a long battle. Issy and Izzy 
won the first game 14-13; Katie and Lizzie drew level; the youngsters roared away in the third, 
winning 12-3, but the Upper Sixth Formers showed fight and stamina (and possibly the previous 
eveningõs sets were causing some fatigue). The match levelled at 2-2 and it was Katie and Lizzie 
who held their nerve and consistency in the 5th to take the title. Katie has thus won back-to-
back Open titles and the future looks promising with the other two finalists both still with us 
next year. 

 
L-R: Sophia Breese, Izzy Morris, Katie Oswald, Lizzie Ware, Issy Wong, Emma Graham 

The defeated semi-finalists in the Ladiesõ, Emma and Sophia, were free to concentrate on 
the Mixed competition, which started alongside the Ladiesõ final. They were playing with the top 
two boys, Dan Humes and Will Sissons respectively. Of our nine pairs in the last 16, these two 
pulled through to semis. 

The boys had had their own four-hour five-setter the previous day (more on which below), and 
Will in particular looked mentally drained from that battle. Nonetheless these pairs reached semi-
finals: both came through against tough opposition from Highgate, thus setting up a repeat of 
last yearõs final. This was the last match of the entire week and now, playing against friends, the 



 
pressure came off Will and Dan who were able to relax a little and play more freely. This, 
combined with astonishing retrieving from both girls, turned the match into a real exhibition of 
first-class mixed fives; some of the shots being hit by all four players would have stood out 
positively in an adult mixed final. Sophia and Will came through winners in the end, though of 
course this match too went to a deciding game! 

The Boysõ Open competition had been billed as a good, open tournament all season, with most 
of 2018 semi-finalists having been Upper Sixth Formers. Will Sissons and Dan Humes were 
always our stand-out pair in the year, Will having come to us from Rydal as a Sixth Form entrant 
and Dan having always been well ahead of others in the year. Much depended on Danõs fitness 
though: he had been struggling with back problems through the Sixth Form and had missed 
much of the last season with a stress fracture. After his return to sport he had still struggled with 
muscular pain: though it didnõt hamper his athleticism, it was a worry. Through the term it had 
become clear that games on consecutive days caused him discomfort; the two weeks before the 
Championships were given over entirely to physio work, stretching and core strength and it 
needed huge discipline from Dan to make sure he was fit for potentially difficult quarters, semis 
and, hopefully, final. The pair had done enough in the season to be seeded 2nd, though their 
games against 3rd seeds St Olaveõs had been close and had often swung in the Olaviansõ favour. 

In the rest of the Open competition we had a further 14 pairs, composed of U16 pairs gaining 
invaluable experience, Lower Sixth entrants new to the game and Upper Sixth Formers who 
have come back to the game having realised theyõve missed it while out running with the Hunt or 
playing football. These played alongside our usual top six pairs. We even had the return to the 
game of Peter Clark, off for the season with his own stress fracture, back on court for the first 
time in the Nationals week. It was deemed most sensible to play him in a lower pair with an 
entrant rather than put him in a more pressurised second pair where competitive instincts might 
override caution with regards to his back. 

Three of these pairs made it through to the last 16, our second pair missing out on quarter-finals 
by the narrowest of margins, losing 3-2 to seeded Highgate 2 at 7:30 on Tuesday evening. Arthur 
Garrett will look forward to resuming his partnership with Peter Clark next year: while they had 
flashes of brilliance, the unsettled nature of his partnership with Joe Kynaston meant that they 
were not consistent enough to dismantle a strong opponent. 

Will and Dan, meanwhile, cruised through their last-16 match against Highgate 3, allowing Dan 
to recover and do his stretches in advance of Wednesday morningõs quarter. In this they played 
Eton 3, a competent pair and potential banana-skin, but an assured performance sent the 
Shrewsbury pair through 12-7, 12-0, 12-6, again without too much strain on bodies. 

The semi-final was to be a key match against St Olaveõs who, as mentioned, had sometimes been 
on top through the season. Will and Dan put in a strong performance on Thursday morning and, 
though they held with the game, the Olavians were always under pressure and chasing. Again, 
Shrewsbury won 3-0 and were starting to look like they were peaking at the right time. 

After their semi-finals, the four finalists came together to agree a start time for the final of 9:30 
on Friday morning. As is the nature of fives, this was negotiated and agreed entirely by the 
players themselves. What followed through that afternoon and evening was one of the strongest 
endorsements of Schoolboy sport I have experienced. 

Eton coach, George Thomason (an Old Salopian and himself a former winner of this 
tournament), had unfortunately been in hospital for much of the week and had a chance of being 
discharged around midday on Friday. He got in touch with the Eton pair and their staff, who 



 
asked whether the final might be delayed so that he could watch. The immediate response from 
Will, as he tried to get in touch with Dan through the aftermath of the Ingramõs House play, was 
òI assume Dan will agree with me to play at 2pm - I'm sure the Eton boys would do the same if 
we had a coach wanting to watchó. And so it was: the final was moved to 2:30pm, which also 
allowed our Upper Sixth to organise an army of home supporters, since it didnõt clash with the 
School Assembly. 

The final began to form, with both pairs scoring from the start and the first game remaining 
close until Shrewsbury conceded a number of points in quick succession ð one of their 
trademarks through the term and something we had worked to correct. They didnõt recover and 
lost the game 9-12, then went behind 2-8 in the second. At this stage things didnõt look too 
positive, but rarely does a pair win this tournament without a bit of a fight, and Will and Dan 
were determined. 

Roared on by a large home crowd, they found their returns of cut and put together some runs of 
points of their own, pulling back into the game to level 10-10. The final stages seemed critical 
and unsurprisingly, perhaps, the game reached sudden death at 12-12. It was Shrewsbury who 
clinched the game, perhaps crucially, as a 2-0 lead would have presented an enormous challenge. 

Buoyed by this and some more outstanding returning of the cut, Shrewsbury raced to win the 
third 12-6. By this time the coach was live tweeting the scores, primarily to give himself 
something to do that didnõt involve biting his nails or indeed gnawing his fingers down to the 
knuckle. It seemed Shrewsbury should have the momentum into the 4th, but Eton threw 
everything at the game which, again, went to 10-10 and this time was set to 15. Eton raced to 14 
in one hand, but Shrewsbury saved game points and pulled back to 11, 12 and 13. Just as it 
appeared Shrewbury might pull through, Eton found the winner they needed and levelled the 
match at 2-2. It was to be decided by a fifth game. 

By now they were on their third ball of the match and all four players were regularly returning 
cut from under the front wall: unusual, but such was the level of retrieving that few cuts ð and 
indeed few shots into the buttress ð went unreturned. Will and Dan were putting into practice ð 
as they had been throughout the match ð much of the work they had done through the season 
on taking the pace off their approach shots into the buttress, thereby setting up more attacking 
chances at the front of court. Danõs astonishing athleticism and Willõs apparently effortless 
movement around the court (he has been described as appearing weightless in strength and 
conditioning sessions by other students) kept them in points that Eton might justifiably have 
thought they had earned. 

The fifth game, to script, also reached 10-10 after long rallies and unbelievable retrieving all 
round. It, too, was set to 15. This time Shrewsbury worked their way to match points and, 
though Eton saved one, Will and Dan converted the second to close out 15-12 and the match. It 
had taken four hours. 



 

 

Coaches learn a lot about their players in these competitive moments and matches. And 
sometimes the players about their coach! But what stood out for me and for many spectators 
was the atmosphere on court. The four players dealt with refereeing their game to the highest of 
standards and showed throughout it a mutual respect that transcended even the quality of their 
play. Dan, in particular, had shown this in the semi-final too, insisting a let be played although 
the Olavian coach had overruled his pair to let them know a shot was in, since the players should 
decide the matter on court. The ability of the players to call objectively on their shots when there 
is so much at stake and they are so invested in the result marks this game apart from all their 
other sporting endeavours, and it gives certainly this coach an even greater pride in the players 
and the result that it was won so emphatically in the right spirit. 

I must thank the Shrewsbury School events staff and coaches who put in so much time and care 
into making sure that everything was ready for hosting the tournament and helping make the 
week such a resounding success: it really was, for every reason I can think of, the best Nationals 
I can remember. 

Mr Cooley 
Teacher in Charge of Fives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Wallingford Regatta 2019 
Thursday 9 May 2019 

On Sunday 5th May four Shrewsbury crews travelled to Dorney Lake to compete at the 
Wallingford Regatta. 

The first crew to race were the 1st VIII in the Challenge Eights event. They came second in their 
heat and progressed into the Final along with a very strong field that included two of the top 
three crews from the Schoolsõ Head. 

 
1st VIII 

In the Final the 1st VIII made a blistering start and led the field impressively over the first three-
quarters of the race. In the closing stages they were overtaken and had to settle for 4th place but 
they have many positives to take from their experience. 

 
2nd VIII 



 
The 2nd VIII took on a tough challenge in the 1st VIIIsõ event. They held their own in a very 
competitive race, coming in 4th and only one second off 2nd but failed to qualify for the Final. 

The Senior girls raced two quads in the Womenõs Challenge Quads event. The 1st boat made a 
poor start in their heat but showed great composure to recover well and secure a place in the 
Final. The 2nd boat by contrast made a blistering start to lead the field over the first thousand 
metres but was overhauled in the closing stages to finish 4th and narrowly miss out on a place in 
the Final. 

 
1st Quad 

 
2nd Quad 

In the Final the 1st boat produced their best row of the season so far to secure an impressive 3rd 
place against strong opposition. 

Athol Hundermark 
Director of Rowing 

 

 



 

Shropshire Schools Golf  Champions 
Thursday 9 May 2019 

Shrewsbury School's Golf Team continue their impressive run of success... 

 

At the end of a week that began with the Shrewsbury golf team coming 6th in the ISGA 
National Final, they played in the Shropshire Schools' Golf Championship at Arscott Golf Club 
on Friday 3rd May. 

Ted Williams (R U6) won the U19 trophy, Sam Austen (SH L6) came second and Will Austen 
(SH L6) came third. 

In the absence of Rory McDonald-O'Brien (PH 4), who was playing in another tournament (The 
Fairhaven Trophy), Daniel Schofield's (PH 5) contribution helped pip Thomas Telford School to 
the overall team prize and the Shropshire Schools' Golf Championship Shield. 

Ted Williams and Rory McDonald-O'Brien have been selected to play for the Midlands Schools 
Championships on Friday 31st May in Nottingham. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Fourth Former Isabel selected for U19 
England Lacrosse team trials 
Thursday 9 May 2019 

Congratulations to Isabel Morris, who has been selected to trial for the U19 England 
Lacrosse team this summer. 

 

Isabel has played lacrosse for several years, starting at her prep school, Packwood Haugh, in year 
3. She is a strong, tenacious and swift-footed player who has recently been training and playing 
for North England Lacrosse. 

During the recent England tournament, Isabel was spotted and selected to trial for the U19 
England Lacrosse team this July. 

 
Isabel with the North England Lacrosse team 



 
Isabel plays the position of Centre and truly loves spending her time on the lacrosse pitch, 
scoring goals and keeping the opposition at bay! 

She is also a formidable Fives player, reaching the semi-final of the National Schools' 
Championships in March with her partner Issy Wong - see National Schools' Fives 
Championships 2019 
 
Mrs Pritchard 
Housemistress, Mary Sidney Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.shrewsbury.org.uk/news/national-schools-fives-championships-2019
https://www.shrewsbury.org.uk/news/national-schools-fives-championships-2019


 

Packwood Haugh to join Shrewsbury 
School family of  schools 
Friday 10 May 2019 

We are delighted to announce that Packwood Haugh Preparatory School will be joining the 
Shrewsbury School family of schools from September 2019. 

All around the country, and indeed in the local area, schools are grouping together for mutual 
benefit. After an extensive process of evaluation and assessment, the Governors of both 
Shrewsbury and Packwood have agreed that Packwood will join the Shrewsbury School family, 
which includes three international schools, Shrewsbury Hong Kong, Shrewsbury Bangkok 
(Riverside) and Shrewsbury Bangkok (City Campus). 

Packwood and Shrewsbury share a similar ethos and values set and are deeply committed to 
providing an outstanding, all-round boarding and day education for girls and boys. Indeed, in 
recent educational quality and compliance inspections, conducted by the Independent Schools 
Inspectorate, both Shrewsbury and Packwood received excellent reports. 

 

Leo Winkley, Headmaster of Shrewsbury School, and Rob Fox, Headmaster of Packwood Haugh 

òI am thrilled to welcome Packwood Haugh pupils, parents, staff, and alumni to the Shrewsbury School family. 
For well over a century, Packwood families have made the choice to pursue their childrenõs senior school education 
at Shrewsbury School. With almost 100 former Packwood pupils in the current Shrewsbury School community, 
we are delighted to formalise our relationship in this way. As two schools with a strong values and ethos match, the 
benefits of this mutual partnership will be significant for us all, as we offer girls and boys a fully immersive all-



 
round boarding and day education which is forward-thinking and set on the secure foundations of tradition and 
history.ó 
Leo Winkley, Headmaster of Shrewsbury School 
Please see the questions and answers document for further information on this exciting 
development: Packwood Haugh to join Shrewsbury School family of schools - Questions 
and Answers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.shrewsbury.org.uk/page/packwood-haugh-join-shrewsbury-school-family-schools-questions-and-answers
https://www.shrewsbury.org.uk/page/packwood-haugh-join-shrewsbury-school-family-schools-questions-and-answers


 

Shrewsbury Regatta, Sunday 12th May - 
Menõs Open 4+ 
Monday 13 May 2019 

Again Sabrina put forward a four made up from those available to row on Sunday 
morning. It was quickly named the 'Brit' Four, with thoughts of racing the same four at 
Henley in the Britannia Cup, all going well! 

 

Stroke James Stuart, 3 Pete Gadsden, 2 Tom Fitton, Bow Rob Morgan. The crew were straight 
into a final again, facing a composite crew from Stourport and Bewdley RC, so expectations were 
for another close race. 

Again Sabrina drew the Quarry side, but because the river had dropped significantly overnight, 
the advantage was not so great. The two crews lined up with a length advantage to the 
opposition. However, after a good start and powerful first 250m, Sabrina had the advantage and 
piled the pressure on past the Boat House to go into the final 100m with a good advantage and 
take the race easily. 

In summary, a good weekend all round for Sabrina, before the focus returns to the eight and 
racing over longer distances at Met, Marlow and, if all goes well, on to Henley. 

 



 

Shrewsbury Regatta, Saturday 11th May 
2019 - Menõs Open 4+ 
Monday 13 May 2019 

After Sabrinaõs victory in the Open Foursõ event at Shrewsbury Regatta last year, the hope 
was that the Club could retain the eventõs top prize for another year. 

 

Adding excitement to the mix, two scratch fours were this year entered from the Clubõs regular 
eight. With the crews entered on either side of the draw, there was every hope for an all-Sabrina 
final. But first, both crews had to get through their respective heats. 

Sabrina B ð consisting of Matt Walker, Club Treasurer Phil Wood, Pete Gadsden, Allister 
Hagger and cox, George Whitehead ð were off first, with an early morning race against Bewdley 
RC. 

With the course cut from the usual 1200m to 600m due to high water following days of heavy 
rain, it was going to be a sprint. 

Lining up on the Quarry station, the crew came forward for the start of what was not only their 
first race but also their first outing together as a four. 

And then they were off. Rating in the mid-40s, Sabrina B drew ahead quickly, despite having the 
disadvantage from the staggered start. 



 
But Bewdley werenõt finished, refusing to give clear water as both crews battled under the Toll 
Bridge. The crews were almost bow to bow as they came alongside the cheering onlookers at 
RSSBC, with Bewdley pushing hard for the line. 

But Sabrina stepped up the rate and power in the final quarter of the race, capitalising on what 
was now their advantage on the Quarry station to take the win by a length. 

With one Sabrina four safely into the final, it was the A crew's turn to get through their first 
round and ensure victory for the Club for another year. 

Sabrina A contained the other half of the current VIII ð James Stuart at Stroke, 3 James Russell, 
2 James Kynaston (sub), Bow Rob Morgan ð who drew Northwich RC in the semi-final. 

Again Sabrina drew the Quarry side and despite rolling up to the start line having not practised a 
start, quickly made up the length stagger and by the Toll Bridge were a length up. The crew then 
had the luxury of being able to take the rate down and cruise into the finish line with a couple of 
lengths clear water to spare. 

With Club honours secure, it was now a battle for pride as the two crews lined up for the all-
Sabrina final. 

It would be nice to say it was a hard-fought battle. But despite having the disadvantage of the 
stagger, Sabrina A, on the Quarry station, executed a fine race, leading from the first few strokes, 
and only increasing their lead as Sabrina B battled stream and the outside of the bend. 

Conclusion: a well-deserved victory for Sabrina A by two lengths and, of course, the pleasure of 
ribbing Sabrina B for the rest of the season! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Shrewsbury v Repton: The Cricketer's 
Schools Match of  the Week 
Monday 13 May 2019 

Shrewsbury's 1st XI match versus Repton, which Shrewsbury won by nine wickets, has 
been featured as 'The Cricketer' magazine's 'Schools Match of the Week'. 

Please follow the link to read the article, which was published on Friday 10th 
May: https://www.thecricketer.com/Topics/grass_roots/schools_match_of_the_week_s
hrewsbury_school_v_repton_school.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thecricketer.com/Topics/grass_roots/schools_match_of_the_week_shrewsbury_school_v_repton_school.html
https://www.thecricketer.com/Topics/grass_roots/schools_match_of_the_week_shrewsbury_school_v_repton_school.html


 

Junior School Essay Prize 2019 
Monday 13 May 2019 

On Friday 10th May, over 30 Third and Fourth Form pupils volunteered to undertake 
the highly regarded annual Junior School Essay Prize. 

 

The challenge: to write for one hour on an unseen title from a choice of questions covering all 
aspects of the Shrewsbury curriculum. 

For a flavour of the scope and range of the questions, please have a look at the paper: Junior 
School Essay Prize 2019 

The scripts have now been sent, without name or House annotation, for adjudication by Dr 
David Gee. The prizewinner will be announced shortly after Exeat and will receive their prize on 
Speech Day. 

Well done to everyone who took part! All the pupils should be commended for engaging in the 
spirit of academic curiosity and extension of the courses they have studied. 

Mr Mackridge 

 

https://www.shrewsbury.org.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/files/academic/JuniorSchoolEssayPrize2019.pdf
https://www.shrewsbury.org.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/files/academic/JuniorSchoolEssayPrize2019.pdf


 

Classical Society lecture: 'Cicero and his 
Enemies' 
Tuesday 14 May 2019 

Sixth Form Classicists enjoyed a fascinating and entertaining talk given by Dr Kathryn 
Tempest, Senior Lecturer in Classics at Roehampton University, author and broadcaster.  

 

The 1st century BC in Rome was the age of change. It was the age of the Dictator Julius Caesar, 
of his Master of Horse Mark Antony, and his nemesis, the great republican politician Marcus 
Tullius Cicero. The 70s through to the 40s and beyond was an era which saw such political 
turbulence, such heights of oratory, and such lows of bloody violence that it is arguably the most 
engaging of periods in Roman history to study. 

Pupils taking A level Latin and/or Classical Civilisation (who are studying Cicero for their 
exams) were fortunate on Monday to hear Dr Kathryn Tempest from the University of 
Roehampton in London talk about the methods Cicero employed to verbally attack his political 
enemies. Dr Tempestõs research focuses on Cicero, Roman Oratory and Roman Republican 
history, and she has written a number of academic books, as well as appearing on the Netflix 
series ôRoman Empireõ! 



 

 

In our modern age in which we are culturally sensitive - some would say hypersensitive - to 
causing offence, and in which whoever controls the language controls the argument, Ciceroõs 
wholesale use of invective which aimed below-the-belt sucker punches at his opponentsõ dress 
sense, facial appearance, sexual tastes and even their excessive love of cosmetics and toiletries 
might seem shocking in the extreme; Dr Tempest told the audience that nothing was off limits; 
make your opponent a laughing stock, and you had him on the ropes. 

Ciceroõs wit, bile and acidic tongue bought him enemies, and would eventually cost him his life; 
after his assassination, his head and hands were nailed on the Speakerõs Platform in the Roman 
Forum; a mute but eloquent message from Mark Antony to all who considered speaking out 
against him. 

Many thanks to Dr Tempest for travelling up from Surrey to deliver such a punchy, passionate 
and thought-provoking talk. 

Paul Fitzgerald 
Head of Classics 

 



 

Fifth Former Lucy selected for U19 
England Lacrosse team trials 
Wednesday 15 May 2019 

Congratulations to Lucy Lees (EDH), who has been selected to trial for the U19 England 
Lacrosse team this summer. 

òLucy is a fantastic defender and has represented the County in lacrosse, performing extremely 
well at the County Tournament,ó said Shrewsbury Schoolõs Head of Girls' Games, Nicola 
Bradburne. 

òShe played a key part in the success of the Shrewsbury 1st XII in the National Championships 
this year, which caught the eye of the England Lacrosse selectors.ó 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

RSSBC: Bedford, Notts City and 
Shrewsbury Regattas 
Thursday 16 May 2019 

The weekend of the 11th/12th May was one the busiest weekends for the Boat Club, with 
crews competing at three different regattas around the country in their final preparations for 
the National Schools' Regatta. 

 
1st VIII 

The Boysõ 1st, 2nd, J15A and Girlsõ J15A VIIIs travelled to the Bedford Regatta in search of 
strong competition to fine-tune their race plans. 

The event was held in ideal conditions and with plenty of racing for the crews. The Boysõ 1st 
VIII and 2nd VIII repeated their remarkable feat from last year in both reaching the final of the 
top Open Eights event, where the 1st VIII took the honours. Both crews also reached the final 
of their respective events, 1st & 2nd VIIIs, where they both put down an impressive marker of 
winning in quick times. 

  

 
2nd VIII 



 
The J15 Boysõ and Girlsõ VIIIs both came unstuck against the eventual winners in their rounds 
of racing. The crews then broke up into fours and quads, with the J15 Boysõ Four and the J15 
Girlsõ Quad both making the final from a strong field of crews. 

The Boysõ Four narrowly lost out to St Paulõs in the final. After four rounds of racing in the 
knockout format regatta, the Girlsõ Quad came up against Kingston Grammar School in the final 
and produced a fantastic row to win by one-and-a-half lengths. 

 
GJ15A VIII 

 
GJ15A Quad 


