
 

'Why I love Classics' 
Thursday 1 November 2018 

Dr John Taylor - a 'legend' in the world of Classics - made a very welcome and eagerly 
anticipated return visit to Shrewsbury on 30th October to deliver the first of this term's 
Classical Society lectures. 

 

Dr John Taylor has helped teachers at Shrewsbury to guide hundreds ð if not thousands ð of 
Salopians studying Latin, Greek or both, as the author of a number of Classical textbooks, many 
of whose titles include ô......to GCSEõ or ô....Beyond GCSEõ. Head of Classics at Tonbridge School 
for many years (under the headmastership, among others, of our current Chairman of Governors 
Tim Haynes), he has migrated north, nearer his roots, and now lectures at the University of 
Manchester. 

So the crackle of anticipation among pupils whom he has metaphorically led by the hand 
through the grammatical labyrinth, to tackle the Gordian Knot of the Ablative Absolute and to 
sink their teeth into the Genitive Sandwich (tough, not tasty) was tangible on Tuesday night as 
he delivered a lecture on ôWhy I Love Classicsõ ð a tour through his top ten ôhitsõ, as it were, of 
the Classical World, and the reason why he is still in love with his subject. 



 
Delivered in his customary fast-paced and amusing manner, Dr Taylor shared with the audience 
his passion for the sheer breadth and variety to be found in the ancient world. Classics, we heard, 
was different enough to be interesting and similar enough to be relevant, and that today in the 
UK, more people than ever are studying it. 

Among other highlights, Dr Taylor took us through the reportage style of the news of Roman 
defeat at Lake Trasimene at the hands of Hannibal, delivered like a newspaper headline; the 
linguistic connections in Indo European languages discovered by one of the brothers Grimm (of 
fairytale fame); and the ripping yarns to be found in Herodotus ð heard the one about master 
thieves, grand theft from the king, and a decapitated brother? Turn to book 2 of The Histories for 
more... 

Many thanks to Dr Taylor for taking time out of his busy schedule to deliver such a punchy, 
passionate and thought-provoking talk. 

Paul Fitzgerald 
Head of Classics 

 
 

 

  



 

House Singing Competition 2018 
Thursday 1 November 2018 

Audiences in both the Alington Hall and - via a live stream - in front of their own screens 
across the world enjoyed a wonderful evening of music and entertainment at the annual 
House Singing Competition. 

A huge amount of time, work and imagination had gone into each of the House performances. 

We were honoured to welcome three extremely experienced musicians to judge the competition: 
Joe Belham, from the award-winning a cappella group Sons of Pitches; Andrew Tipple, Old 
Salopian and now a freelance operatic bass with a huge breadth of repertoire and experience; and 
Leigh Mason, Musical Director of the internationally acclaimed Froncysyllte Male Voice Choir. 
We are very grateful to them for their adjudication and thoughtful comments. 

Thanks, too, to MicroVideo and all the technical crew involved on the night, and to Mr Percival 
and Mr Walters for the entertaining commentary they provided throughout the evening for those 
watching the event online via the live streaming.  

The competition results were: 

Unison Cup 
1st - Ingram's Hall 
2nd - Moser's Hall 
3rd - Oldham's Hall 
4th - Churchill's Hall 
5th - Mary Sidney Hall 
6th - Radbrook 

 

Ingram's Hall 



 
Part Song Cup 
1st - The Grove 
2nd - Moser's Hall 
3rd - Churchill's Hall 
4th - Rigg's Hall 
5th - Mary Sidney Hall 
6th - Ingram's Hall 
 

 

The Grove 

Overall Trophy 
1st - Moser's Hall 
2nd - Ingram's Hall 
3rd - Churchill's Hall 
4th - The Grove 
5th - Mary Sidney Hall 
6th - Port Hill 
 



 

 

Moser's Hall 

Best Arrangement 
Emma Darwin Hall  
 
Most Improved House 
Ingram's Hall 
 
Entertainment Cup 
Radbrook 
 

 

  



 

The Tucks 2018 
Friday 2 November 2018 

The Tucks of 2018 will go down in the annals of the Royal Shrewsbury School Hunt for 
two very different reasonsé 

 

The first, of course, is that this year saw the first staging of this historic race at the beautiful 
Attingham Park, the third-most-visited National Trust property in the UK, located just five miles 
outside the town. 

The second reason it will be remembered is for the treacherous conditions that greeted the 
runners on their arrival at the course, as wind speeds reached 50mph and the rain lashed down. 
Runners huddled under the colonnade, clung to their coats, battled with umbrellas, and made 
their preparations as best they could. Thankfully the temperature was surprisingly warm given 
the storm, but needless to say, these werenõt quite the scenes we had imagined when the decision 
was made to move from Meole Brace! 

When the weather started to settle down after one oõclock, the decision was made to bring the 
beginning of the race forward, and by the time the first wave set off at about 1.40pm, conditions 
had improved considerably. The long starting straight, going up the bank and across the front of 
the mansion house, made for a spectacular beginning to this new chapter in the Tucks story, as 
the Schoolõs top runners jostled for position before the first turn northwards into more open 
ground. 

One of the advantages of the new course over the old is that overtaking is much easier, without 
the bottlenecks and narrow passages of the previous route. Many of the favourites for the top 
ten positions had not managed to secure leading places as the pack passed through the gate after 



 
200m. Perhaps unsurprisingly, the top positions were initially dominated by footballers, rowers 
and rugby players, who were able to use their power and pace to get ahead of the pack. However, 
by the end of the first third of this 5km race, it seems that most of the top Hunt runners had 
managed to establish themselves in strong positions, coming through the field well, in some 
cases from quite far back. 

Having set off the next three waves at four-minute intervals, and enjoying the spectacle of 
several hundred pupils (and a good number of their teachers) charge off into the wind, we were 
able to see the leading runners at a hairpin round a tree a couple of hundred metres away, before 
they turned back southwards for the last mile of the race. At this point, Sam Western (S) had 
managed to develop a convincing lead of about 30 metres ahead of the battle for second, closely 
fought between Charlie Ockleston (O) and last yearõs winner Harry Remnant (Ch), with Charlie 
ð this yearõs Huntsman ð at this point enjoying a slight advantage, but under considerable 
pressure. 

 

(L-R): Sam Western, Harry Remnant, Charlie Ockleston 

  

Not much further back, Tom Jackson (R) and Oscar Hamilton-Russell (R) contested fourth 
place, ahead of Orlando Williams (Rt). Just a few second behind was the leading girl, Francesca 
Harris, looking very strong and well clear of her nearest challenger. 

 

(L-R): Tom Jackson, Oscar Hamilton-Russell, Orlando Williams, Francesca Harris 

As the runners entered the final straight, Sam had managed to extend his lead slightly, and took a 
well-deserved victory. His form has been terrific recently, and he has had his sights set on this 
win for some time. As favourite, he faced quite a bit of pressure going into the race, which he 
handled admirably. 



 
Harry had managed to squeeze ahead of Charlie for 2nd place, while 4th position went to Fifth 
Former Oscar Hamilton-Russell, showing what a prospect he is over the next two or three 
seasons to come. 

Tom Jackson took 5th, while Sam Watts (Ch) had come through the field extremely strongly in 
the last mile or so to claim 6th, ahead of Orlando. Not far behind him, Harrison Cutler (R) 
placed 8th, taking the gold medal for first junior boy, just ahead of Third Former Ben Weston 
(R) in 9th, while Orlandoõs older brother (and rugby player) Freddy Williams (Rt) placed 10th, 
the highest-placing non-Hunt runner. Jonny Price (I) placed third junior boy, finishing 20th 
overall. 

 

(L-R): Sam Watts, Orlando Williams, Ben Weston, Harrison Cutler 

In the girlsõ race, Francesca had managed to extend her lead over the final mile and placed 18th 
overall, the highest a girl has ever placed in this race. This is testament to her standing as one of 
the countryõs best young talents, having placed just outside the top ten in her age group at the 
English Schools Championships back in March. 

A little further behind, Lillian Wilcox (EDH) placed 2nd girl (and 63rd overall), with Alessandra 
Ardissino (M) taking 3rd, about 30 seconds back (placing 73rd overall). 

 

Lillian Wilcox and Alessandra Ardissino 



 
Anna Cowan and Sophia Dixon (both of MSH) took positions 4th and 5th respectively. Among 
the junior girls, Fourth Former Olivia Elliott (EDH) took the gold medal, placing 145th overall 
and 6th girl, ahead of Nell Ware (MSH) ð 179th overall, 8th girl ð and Isabel Morris (MSH) ð 
181st and 9th girl. 

In a keenly fought House competition, Emma Darwin managed to take the Olivia Papaioannou 
Cup, with an impressive team score of 118 points, just ahead of Mary Sidney (135) in 2nd, and 
The Grove (145) in 3rd. Among the boys, Riggõs claimed victory with an extremely dominant 
display, scoring just 89 points among their top eight runners. Indeed, all eight managed to finish 
in the top 22 positions, which is just about unheard of! With four of their top ten runners 
coming from the lower years, it seems their dominance in House cross-country is set to continue 
for many years. 

 

I was delighted to see that, despite the very challenging conditions, we had more finishers in this 
yearõs Tucks than we have managed for a very long time, and the spirit on display from all 
runners was tremendous. They were a real credit to their Houses and the School, and they 
should feel immensely proud of their achievements in completing the course. Letõs hope that 
next year brings us some sunshine! 

Ian Haworth 
Teacher in Charge of The Hunt 
Photos by Dr Paul Pattenden 
  



 

Inaugural Shrewsbury School Music Tour 
to Hong Kong 
Friday 2 November 2018 

A bold and ambitious project, the first ever Music Tour to Hong Kong was an exciting 
and hugely successful week, and one that will live long in the memory of all 31 Shrewsbury 
School pupils and staff who took part. 

 

The tour party was composed of a highly talented group of musicians and it was with 
considerable excitement and anticipation that we embarked on our 6,000-mile journey in the 
second week of the Michaelmas half-term holiday. 

The focus of the first day or two in Hong Kong was preparation for the official opening of 
Shrewsbury School Hong Kong, a new primary school in the Tseung Kwan O area of the region. 
After a full day of rehearsals the day after our arrival, a celebratory day lay ahead on Monday 
22nd October. The opening ceremony took place at lunchtime and was officiated by Carrie Lam 
ð the Chief Executive of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. The VIP list also 
included the British Consul General Andy Heyn and the Consul Generals from Australia, 
Thailand and America alongside Sir David Lees (Chairman of the Board of Governors, 
Shrewsbury School Hong Kong) and Tim Haynes (Chairman of Shrewsbury School, UK). The 
cutting of ribbons was followed by the triumphant fanfare of the specially-composed ôHong 
Kong Handelõ by the Shrewsbury musicians, with a final flourish including the melody from the 
School School Song. 



 
The celebratory day was brought to a rousing finale with a Gala Concert held in the 400-seater 
auditorium of the new School. The concert commenced with a stirring display of Chinese 
Drumming by the Year 5 and Year 6 pupils at the Primary School, put together by Director of 
Music Euan Kilpatrick ð an impressive achievement given the School had only opened its doors 
the month before! 

Shrewsbury School musicians performed a range of solos, duets and concertos, including the 
sumptuous Doppler Flute Concerto played by Sheldon Yuen (Ch) and Ella Johnson, one of our 
Leavers from last year. 

 

Henri Cramsieõs oboe solo from ôThe Missionõ by Enio Morricone was followed by the 
wonderful Albinoni Concerto for two Oboes and Strings, with Henry joined by fellow School 
House musician Reuben Denison. 

Oldhamite Ohin Cheng enjoyed performed to family, friends and fellow Hong Kong residents, 
relishing the operatic performance of ôLaci darem la manoõ from Mozartõs Don Giovanni and 
Handelõs duet ôHappy Weõ where he was joined by Leaver Jessie Inglis-Jones. 



 

 

There were too many musical highlights to list here, but without doubt the audience were left 
suitably inspired, and there was a suitably rousing ovation at the end of the evening in 
appreciation for the musicians and the staff involved in the concert. 

As the evening came to a close, a symbolic gesture of friendship was extended by Shrewsbury 
School Headmaster Leo Winkley in presenting a watercolour painting of Shrewsbury School to 
his compatriot Ben Keeling, Headmaster of Shrewsbury School Hong Kong. A new chapter in 
Shrewsburyõs rich history has been opened and, fittingly, the two Schools united in performing 
together the song ôChildren of the Worldõ, sung beautifully by the Year 3 and Year 4 Choir 
accompanied by senior musicians from Shrewsbury School, UK. 

 

Relationships were further built up the next day in a more informal way when our tour party 
returned to the primary school to embark on a series of workshops and performances around 
the School site. There were impromptu string sessions in their library, conducting masterclasses, 



 
saxophone performances on the rooftop, and a particularly memorable session in the Recital 
Hall where our pupils were treated to a spontaneous explosion of dance moves from one of the 
younger pupils who felt suitably moved by the jazz melodies of Jonty Gould to perform some 
rather elaborate and impressive dancing! We were made to feel hugely welcome, and for many 
this was one of the great highlights of the tour. Friendships were formed, relationships 
developed, and a strong bond between the two Schools has certainly been forged. 

 

Wednesday saw our second musical engagement, with a major Dinner Recital hosted by the 
Friends of Shrewsbury School Hong Kong at the sumptuous venue of the Royal Garden Hotel 
in Tsimshatsui East. Over 120 guests joined us for a wonderful evening of food, music, 
conversation and an opportunity for our Hong Kong parents and prospective parents to hear 
from Shrewsburyõs new Headmaster Leo Winkley. One parent flew in from Shanghai especially 
for the event, such was the lure of hearing from the new Head! 

 

Leo Winkley with Betty Ip, Chair of the Friends of Shrewsbury School UK 



 
A highly convivial evening was punctuated with musical interludes from a number of our 
musicians, including the fantastic ôCeltic Suiteõ played by the Saxophone Quartet (Maddie Baly 
(M), Phoebe Morris (EDH), Nathan Mielczarek (Rb), and Jonty Gould (SH)), who also played 
out the evening with the toe-tapping tune ôAmericaõ from the musical West Side Story. 

 

It was a very special occasion and an opportunity to thank the Hong Kong parent community 
for their support and friendship over many years, and we were very grateful indeed to the 
organising committee, most particularly Chair Betty Ip and Vice-Chair Helen Mayhew, both of 
whom devoted an extraordinary amount of time in the lead up to the trip and indeed during the 
week itself. 

 



 
Thursday evening saw the final musical event of the week, a chamber concert in the beautiful 
venue of St Johnõs Cathedral in the Central area of Hong Kong (the oldest Anglican church in 
South-East Asia). We were delighted to see a packed audience for the event, perhaps no surprise 
given the interest in Shrewsbury School and the reputation for excellence our musicians have 
built up. 

A wonderful programme of chamber music was opened with Vivaldiõs Concerto in C Major for 
Trumpets and Strings, performed magnificently by Archie Eyre (Rb) and Frank Coughlan (SH) 
(pictured l-r below). Frank has recently gained a place at the prestigious National Youth 
Orchestra of Great Britain. 

 

The Destenay Trio for Oboe, Clarinet and Piano was a particular highlight with Reuben Denison 
on piano, Henri Cramsie on oboe and Will Hope (Ch) on clarinet. The Saxophone Quartet were 
likewise in fabulous form performing the impressively complex movements from the Anna 
Magdalena Notebook by Elena Kats-Cherin. Athena Yuõs interpretation of Ravelõs Sonatine was 
beautiful, and Matthew Poon and the String Ensembleõs rendition of Vivaldiõs Four Seasons 
(ôSummerõ) was simply outstanding, all the more impressive in the wonderful acoustics of St 
Johnõs Cathedral. 



 

 

Aside from Matthewõs spell-binding solo performance (which can be heard for yourself at the 
forthcoming St Cecilia Concerts), the string ensemble was enriched by a wealth of musicians 
including Amos Cheung (SH), Fingal Dickins and Mathew Tsang (R), Harry Chan and Jackie 
Chan (Rt), Alvin Jim (I), Kaneii Nishii (Ch) and Janet and Rosa Li (M). 

 

The concert was brought to a fitting finale with the stirring Concerto for Two Clarinets and 
Orchestra by Franz Krommer, with soloists Will Hope and Oliver Toms (PH) demonstrating 



 
their considerable talent as musicians and concluding the concerto on a wonderful note. 
Shrewsbury School music was at its very best. 

The pupils worked extremely hard during the week and their focus throughout was hugely 
impressive and was highly professional at all times. There was the opportunity for some down 
time with visits to the Peak to enjoy the spectacular panorama of the city below, watching the 
Symphony of Lights in Tsmishatsui, a dip in the warm ocean at Stanley Beach, and the odd 
moment or two for shopping both in the shopperõs paradise that is Causeway Bay and indeed the 
bargain-hunterõs delight of Stanley Market. The final day saw a visit to Ocean Park for a much-
anticipated sighting of their famous pandas, and, for the brave and bold, a rollercoaster ride on 
ôThe Hair-Raiserõ, perched perilously on the cliff-faced mountaintop of the park. For the record, 
Mr Moore led from the front and was first on. Rumours of high-pitched squealing and cries of 
despair from the staff are entirely unfounded. 

Such a tour is simply not possible without the commitment and enthusiasm of the staff that lead 
it, and Director of John Moore deserves particular mention for all his work in ensuring the trip 
became a reality and that it was such a success. As John comes to the end of his time as Director 
of Music (after three decades of service) this tour of Hong Kong was a fitting way to mark his 
achievements and to celebrate his association with the region. 

Likewise, a huge amount of work went in from Head of Woodwind & Brass Maria McKenzie 
and Head of Strings David Joyce, both of whom played a key role in putting together the concert 
programmes and ensuring the musicians were prepared and ready to flourish. The Music 
Department at Shrewsbury is in rich health and this week-long celebration of music and 
performance was a wonderful showcase of the considerable talents that are nurtured and 
developed here at Shrewsbury School. I, for one, felt immensely proud of them all - both pupils 
and staff - and it was a great honour and privilege to join them on what was a hugely successful 
and worthwhile trip to Hong Kong. 

Floreat Salopia! 

Peter Middleton, Deputy Head (Co-Curricular) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Senior School Play: 'A Streetcar Named 
Desire' by Tennessee Williams 
Thursday 8 November 2018 

A glowing review by Mrs Drew of a skilfully performed and powerful production.  

Trouble ahead... 
A man and a woman, in love. And then her sister comes to stay. The plot of A Streetcar Named 
Desire is as simple, and as complex, as that. 

Helen Brownõs cast bring an assured maturity to this play, and her production is a superbly classy 
one, which, just as Tennessee Williams intended, leaves us with an aching sense of loss and a 
desire for what might have been. 

 

Roaring, plate-smashing Stanley Kowalski, played with intensity and ruthlessness by Freddy 
Williams, is a working class manõs man, an alpha male, who snatched his wife Stella from her 
refined upbringing. Eve Hartleyõs sensitive and subtle portrayal of a wife in love with an 
unpredictable husband is both believable and disturbing. She has to choose, in the end, between 
her loyalty to him and to her own sister. 

Abi Watkinsonõs pitch-perfect portrayal of sister Blanche means we, like Stanley, are compelled 
to watch her every move, from the moment she arrives, poised but out of place, in the opening 
scene. Her dominance of her sister, her manipulation of poor Mitch ð a strong performance 
from Toby Pattinson ð and her flirtation with a surprised Alex Ainslie, as the paper boy, lead us 
to believe that she will be able to outsmart Stanley too, until her past catches up with her. 



 

 

Blanche told the truth once in her life, has suffered the consequences, and is now determined to 
create a fantasy world of make-believe. Tennessee Williams, like Oscar Wilde, wrote plays about 
truths and secrets, perhaps because, just like Wilde, he himself was having to live a lie. 

This cast and crew, who have worked together many times before, created the seedy, seductive 
ambience of New Orleans right from the start. We are treated to another beautifully detailed set, 
with the pastel shades of sun-kissed south counterposed with the 1950sõ breakfast cereal on the 
kitchen shelf and complemented by the oh-so-tight white T-shirts and nuanced dress choices. 

 



 
The balcony is used to great effect: like us, the neighbours can hear and see it all. The ôjazz pianoõ 
that Tennessee Williams requires in the script is, wonderfully, played and sung live by a talented 
group of actor musicians: Dalton Foster on the piano, with Ben Lloyd, Sophia Lyons, Ayesha 
Mitchell and Grace Anderson singing the blues. 

 

The ensemble playing from this group of skilled Upper Sixth performers creates a seethingly 
claustrophobic atmosphere. Koby Ferdinand-Okpala and Aaron Clark form Stanleyõs ôpackõ, 
while Stella and her female friends ð played by Sophia Lyons and Charlie Tonks ð take the brunt 
of their outbursts. When the mysterious doctor and nurse (Ben Lloyd and Charlotte Roberts) 
arrive to take Blanche away to the mental institution that Stanley has arranged for her, we are 
uncertain whether Blanche understands what will happen to her. We know, however, that it is 
Stellaõs turn to try to believe what she wants to be true. Her life will never be the same. 

LJD 

  



 

OSGS Report for AGM Meeting held at 
Blackwell Golf  Club on Sunday 21 
October 2018 
Friday 2 November 2018 

Working off their lunch at Blackwell! 

Following a short AGM and a hearty two course lunch, courtesy of the Blackwell Kitchen ð 
roast beef & Yorkshire pudding followed by chocolate pecan pie and ice cream ð there was a 
need to get some exercise! 

Nine OS Golfers (OSGS President Anthony Smith (I 1954-59) Angus Pollock (I 1975-80) Stefan 
Hindmarsh (CH 2006-11) Robert Lanyon (Rt 1950-54) David Schofield (O 2013-18) Richard 
Hanson (RT 1986-91) DõArcy Swan (R 1982-87) Rod Spiby (PH 1979-84) and the Hon Sec, 
Charles Hill (SH 1980-84) played in three balls and had a great October day with a blue sky (to 
start with) and then warm overcast weather with Blackwell in good condition and the greens 
running well. 

The results of the day were as follows: 
Nearest the Pin in Two on the Seventh hole ð OSGS President, Anthony Smith. 
Nearest the Pin on the Ninth hole - Stefan Hindmarsh. 
Longest Drive on the Eighteenth hole - Stefan Hindmarsh. 

The Stableford Competition Results were as follows: 

First Prize - Stefan Hindmarsh - 36 Points (18 on the Back 9) 
Second Prize - Charles Hill - 36 Points (13 on the Back 9) 
Third Prize - Anthony Smith - 30 Points 
Stefan, off a handicap of 5, played really well and travelling all the way from Glasgow meant the 
journey was worthwhile. Well played! 

 

Left to Right on the First Tee are : DõArcy Swan, Stefan Hindmarsh, Angus Pollock, Anthony 
Smith & Robert Lanyon 

  



 

OSGS Report on the Invitation Meeting 
at Ashridge Golf  Club on Friday 26 
October 2018 
Monday 5 November 2018 

 Playing on the prestigious Ashridge Golf Course! 

Nine members of the OSGS (Michael Cox (DB 1961-66) James Skelton (O 1980-85) Jonathan 
Perkins (SH 1990-95) John Parker (SH 1952-57) Stephen Shaw (M 1956-61) Tim Lewis (R 1950-
55) Dan Graham (M 1956-61) Mark Summers (S 1951-56) and Charles Hill) arrived with three 
guests to play Ashridge Golf Course last Friday. Ashridge has been used as a regional qualifying 
venue for the Open Championship. Sir Henry Cotton, who won three open championships, was 
the professional at Ashridge. The course measures 6,678 yards, has a par of 72 and was officially 
opened in 1932. 

This was the beginning of the recent cold snap with a north wind blowing and some rain to start 
with. Nonetheless, the weather improved after six holes ð the sun came out and we were blessed 
with blue skies, white fluffy clouds and the trees showing off their fine autumn colours - added 
together with the course in great condition and the greens running fast and true some 
competitive golf was played in teams of four golfers in a stableford competition ð with the best 
two scores to count on each hole. 

Golf was followed by drinks in the bar and Sir Michael Simmons (DB 1950-55) OS and the 
current president of Ashridge, popped in to say hello. 

We had a hearty two course lunch from the carvery discussing the golf and catching up on our 
news. 

The following were awarded prizes: 

Fergus Shaw, grandson of Stephen Shaw, won the longest drive on the 1st hole and nearest the 
pin in 2 strokes on the 9th hole - 6 balls 

James Skelton won nearest the pin on the 6th hole ð 3 balls 

Michael Cox, James Skelton, Jonathan Perkins, and Charles Hill won the team prize scoring 88 
points from their 4 ball ð 3 balls each. 

Finally, Dan Graham ð Ashridge member ð who has organised this OSGS Meeting for over 12 
years was given a small prize to thank him for his efforts over this period. He is passing the 
baton over to James Skelton ð slightly younger Ashridge member! ð to help organise this 
meeting in the future. 

This was the first time that I have played this prestigious golf course and I urge all fellow OSGS 
members who have not yet played Ashridge to put Friday 25 October 2019 in their diaries now. 
This is a real treat and a golfing gem, regularly in the top 100 courses in the UK, and it is 
certainly worth a visit ð hope to see you there next year ! 

Charles Hill 
Honorary Secretary - Old Salopian Golfing Society  
CharlesGCHill@hotmail.com 

mailto:CharlesGCHill@hotmail.com


 

The Head of  the Charles Regatta 
Monday 5 November 2018 

Over half-term, the Boat Club took 27 pupils to compete at the Head of the Charles 
Regatta in Boston, USA - the biggest rowing regatta in the world, with nearly 11,000 
competitors taking part. 

  

The crews flew out on the afternoon of Wednesday 17th October and arrived at their 
accommodation late that evening. On Thursday the boysõ crews were kindly hosted by Harvard 
University for a paddle out of the Newell Boathouse and a chance to familiarise themselves with 
the corners and bridges that they would need to navigate on the Sunday. The girls rowed out of 
the Hudson boating area with the use of blades and a launch kindly provided by Northeastern 
University. 

After lunch and a walk around Cambridge, the pupils had the opportunity to see some of the 
Harvard facilities with the generous insight of former Shrewsbury oarsman Patrick Lapage, who 
is now the Assistant Coach at Harvard. 

Friday morning was the last opportunity for the crews to paddle down on course as things 
started to gear up for racing. It was an impressive sight watching the significant number of 
trailers arriving with boats from all over the US, as the site changed from a quiet park to a mass 
of boats and stalls preparing for the quarter of a million people expected to be present during the 
biggest two-day regatta in the world. 

On Saturday morning the rowers and coaches surprised a few locals with a fairly early morning 
jog and stretching at Tucks Point in Manchester-by-the-Sea. 



 

 

The squad then headed off to the Regatta to see some of the racing and enjoy the atmosphere. 
They also got the chance to take in a game of American Football at the impressive Harvard 
Stadium between Harvard and Princeton. The squad then headed back to the Old Corner Inn 
for a fantastic meal, kindly prepared by Michael and Fiona Kerr. 

 



 
Sunday was race day and began with an early start to head into Boston and go through final 
equipment checks and preparations. The squad competed in four boat classes JW8+, JM8+, 
JM4+ and JM4X+. 

All four crews started relatively far back in the field as we hadnõt competed in the event last year. 
This provided some different challenges, as the crews had to overtake other crews while 
navigating the bridges and corners. It makes for exciting racing and the coxed four loved the 
challenge as they overtook nine crews along the route. Unfortunately it does have a negative 
impact on your time, as you cannot always follow the fastest line. That is one of the factors that 
makes the regatta tough but also a great one to win if it all comes off. 

There was a large entry in all events, with the JM8+, JW8+ and JM4+ all fully subscribed and 85 
crews competing, including multiple British entries. 

 

JM4+ 

  

The JW8+, JM4X+ and JM4+ were all the fastest British crews in their events, with 53rd/85, 
29th /40 and 8th/85 place finishes respectively. The JM8+ came 41st/ 85. 

  



 

 

JW8+ 

 

JM4X+ 

Following the racing we all headed out to the Hodgsonsõ lovely home in Ipswich for a fantastic 
team dinner with all the travelling supporters. It was a fantastic way to wind down after a tough 
day of racing. 

On Monday the squad piled into the three minibuses and headed north-west to Dartmouth 
College in Hanover. Dartmouth is one of the eight Ivy League Universities and provided a great 
opportunity for the pupils to get an insight to College life in the US. On arrival we met at the 
boathouse before getting out on the water in three pupil-selected eights. 



 

 

 

The crews got the opportunity to enjoying rowing on the Connecticut River as we paddled 
upstream doing technical work. On the way back to the boathouse the crews did a couple of 
races, which provided some great racing and interesting situations as two of the boats slightly 



 
misjudged the distance back to the boathouse ð making the final minutes of racing particularly 
gruelling. 

 

We were very grateful to be given an informative tour of the campus with a chance to see some 
of the academic facilities and hear about life on the campus. The highlight for most of the boys 
and girls was the very impressive dining hall, which had virtually every option covered in the eat-
as-much-as-you-like serving area. 

On the Tuesday morning we went to the beach for a training session before heading to Groton 
School to for a chance to get a flavour of school life in the US, before heading down to their 
boathouse and training on the Nashua River. We were very kindly hosted by Deputy Head and 
Master in Charge of Rowing, Andy Anderson for a tour of their beautiful school. 

 



 
The final day of the trip saw the group enjoy another training session on the beach before getting 
some last minute shopping done prior to our return departure. The beach session ended with all 
the boys and girls opting to go for a swim in the freezing North Atlantic, much to the horror and 
amusement of many Manchester-by-the-Sea locals. 

 

A huge thank you goes to all those who made the trip possible and not least the host families of 
the Kerrs and Hodgsons for inviting us into their homes. A big thank you to Mike at the Old 
Corner Inn for putting up with us taking over the place for the week. Many thanks to Harvard, 
Northeastern, Virginia, Groton and St Joeõs Prep for the generous use of their equipment on the 
Charles. Finally thank you to Mr Grant and Mr & Mrs Reynolds for giving of their time over 
their half-term to help manage the logistics of the trip. 
 
Athol Hundermark 
Director of Rowing 
  



 

OS Eton Fives Summary 
Tuesday 6 November 2018 

The Old Salopian Eton Fives community are thriving and with such a strong group of 
players they continue to excel! 

We have had the summer largely away from the courts to gather our strength for another tough 
season. 

The fives calendar is busier than ever ð upwards of 10 tournaments & 30 matches in the leagues 
as well as our usual club nights. We will again be making a return to Shrewsbury for the Grant 
Williams Invitational which was so successful in its first year. 
 
Having finished 3rd in Division 1 last year, losing finalists in our flagship team tournament the 
Alan Barber Cup, and Losing finalists in the second-string team tournament the Eton Fives 
Association tournament we feel we have a lot of unfinished business in the coming year. 
Over the past few years we have been building the club across all levels ð taking advantage of 
recent leavers relocating to London and the current playing contingent wanting to kick on and 
create some history for the club. 
 
We expect to have a successful season and hope to turn losing finalists, to winners. 
 
2018 brings a momentous occasion for the OSEFC ð we turn 70! We are celebrating this with 
dinner at the school on 24th November. As expected we have been overwhelmed by the number 
of people wanting to make the occasion and it is with great sadness we have had to work on a 
first come first serve basis. A testament to the importance of the club to so many people. 
A special mention to Mike Hughes (SH 1975-80) who was awarded the Lifetime Achievement 
Award by the Eton Fives Association for his contribution to Eton Fives. An interview was 
conducted which can be viewed here on the Eton Fives website (www.etonfives.com). 
 
As ever, please do get in touch if you want to start playing again. Please contact Chris Hughes 
on chughes@theadvantagroup.co.uk 
 
A summary of the 2017/18 season which ending at the end of April 18 is as follows; 
  
Season Update 
1. Alan Barber Cup 
a. Finalists 
 
2. Division 1 
a. 3rd 
 
3. Division 2 
a. 5th 
 
4. EFA Competition 
a. Finalists 
 

http://www.etonfives.com/
mailto:chughes@theadvantagroup.co.uk


 
5. London Tournament 
a. 3 Quarter Finalists 
 
6. Northern Tournament 
a. Semi Finalists 
 
7. Kinnaird Tournament 
a. 3 Quarter Finalists 
 
8. Richard Barber Cup ð School boys and Old Boys 
a. Semi-Finals 
 
9. Under 21õs 
a. Menõs Finalist 
b. Women semi-finalists 
 
10. Under 25õs 
a. Finalists 
 
11. Vets 
a. Champions 
 
12. Aberconway Cup 
a. Champions 
 
13. Eton Fives Association Lifetime Achievement Award 
a. Mike Hughes (SH 1975-80) 

 

Barber Cup Team 2018 - George Thomason (G 2006-11) Tom Cox (M 2000-05) Rex Worth (S 
2002-07) Ed Taylor (Rb 1987-92) Chris Hughes (SH 2004-09) Sam Welti (I 2007-12) 



 

 

EFA Team (Al Taylor (RB 1990-95) Marc Quinn (M 1983-88) James Skelton (O 1980-85) Tony 
Walters (PH 1991-96) Grant Williams, Mike Hughes (SH 1975-80)) 

 

Grant Williams Invitational 
. 



 

  
North v South. 

  



 

Frank Coughlan wins a place in the 
National Youth Orchestra 
Tuesday 6 November 2018 

Many congratulations to Lower Sixth Form trumpeter Frank Coughlan (SH) who, after 
several rounds of auditions, has won a coveted place in the National Youth Orchestra of 
Great Britain. 

 

On the back of an exciting concert with the CBSO Youth Orchestra last Sunday, in which Frank 
performed Britten's Sinfonia da Requiem and Shostakovich's Symphony No.7 in Symphony Hall, 
Birmingham under the baton of Michael Seal, we have recently learnt that he has been selected 
after a competitive audition process to represent Great Britain in the National Youth Orchestra. 

This is even more of an achievement on the trumpet, as places are limited to just six nationally. 
We look forward to hearing about the prestigious concert venues that Frank will have the 
opportunity to perform in over the coming year. What a great achievement for a Lower Sixth 
pupil! 

Frank will also be playing the Last Post and Reveille on the bugle at the School Act of 
Remembrance on Sunday 11th November. 

Maria McKenzie, Head of Wind, Brass &  Percussion 

  


