
Shrewsbury wins Highly Distinguished 
Delegation Award at Royal Russell 
International MUN Conference 
Wednesday 6 November 2019 

The Royal Russell is one of the largest and most prestigious MUN conferences in the UK, 
attracting delegates from all over the world. Ella Biggs (M 5) gives a fascinating insight 
into what it's like taking part. 

 

During the first day of the October half-term holiday, a small group of Shrewsbury School 
students travelled to Croydon, South London, to attend the Royal Russell School International 
Model United Nations Conference for four tough days of debating with students from all around 
the globe. 

This conference was an opportunity for members of the MUN team to gain experience and to 
make connections with people from all over the world that can last a lifetime. Having met many 
great people at the conference myself, who I have stayed in contact with over the holiday, it is 
safe to say that this conference has been a tremendous networking experience and the perfect 
way to make long-lasting links with new friends from every corner of the world. 

After an early start on Saturday morning and a long journey from Shrewsbury to Croydon, 
everyone got stuck in to the mix by lobbying their resolutions, talking with the other delegates in 
their committee and forming alliances with the delegates who would most benefit their agendas. 
Unlike at MUN conferences I have attended before, at Royal Russell delegates are encouraged to 
merge resolutions with others to give them the best chance of passing through the approval 
panel. I thought that this was a great way of encouraging delegates to work together and to allow 



more experienced delegates to help those who have less experience. And for me especially it 
allowed me to strengthen my resolution and add some much-needed clauses that helped to 
improve upon and clarify many of the points I had made. 

 

Ella Biggs (centre) with Abi Wong and Ella Chamberlain 

Once lobbying was over, each delegate in turn stood and made a one-minute policy statement to 
the room. Listening to everyoneõs policy statements was a really good way of seeing which 
delegates were prepared and which delegates had a similar political standing and policies to your 
own delegation. In my committee in particular, there were many first-time delegates, so it was 
really interesting to see how many of them had really well-prepared speeches. It gave me a real 
insight into aspects of topics that I hadnõt thought to research before. 



 

General Assembly at RRIMUN was a really immersive experience that effectively mimicked how 
General Assembly would be at an actual United Nations conference. It was one of the most well-
coordinated events I had seen at any conference, as it really showed both the potential of many 
of the younger delegates in the room as well as the prowess of the more weathered delegates. I 
found that by listening to how many of the more experienced delegates during GA phrased and 
communicated their points and their overall speaking style really helped me improve my own 
performance as a delegate. Seeing so many eager and enthusiastic debaters really encouraged me 
to get more involved with the debate by contributing as much as possible. 



 

Thomas Jackson speaking in General Assembly 

Each evening there was a social, which was a great way to relax and get to know other delegates 
from your committee after a long day of debating. The experience was improved by the music 
from the incredible DJ and the spirited students from Royal Russell School who kept the dance 
floor alive throughout the evening. It was a great way to consolidate friendships with other 
delegates in a more relaxed environment and really ended the day on a good note. 

Throughout the conference, Shrewsbury Schoolõs MUN team did a brilliant job in both their 
committees and in General Assembly. And this did not go unnoticed by Chairs at Royal Russel 
School, with Alex Sparks claiming the seat of power in the Security Council by day two of the 
conference and receiving a Distinguished Delegate Award for his efforts at the end of the 
conference. 

As well Ella Chamberlain, Sophia Bureau and Thomas Jackson all received Distinguished 
Delegate Awards in their committees. The knowledge and enthusiasm of the team as a whole 
during General Assembly led to our delegation receiving a Highly Commended Delegation 
Award at the end of the conference which overall was a positive end to a conference. 



 

Tiring yet rewarding, Royal Russell School International Model United Nations conference was 
an MUN experience like no other, and it would not have been possible without Mr Peach and 
Miss Pritchard. 

  



Northern Progress 
Thursday 7 November 2019 

In what is becoming something of a tradition ...... 

The Director accompanied by the Head of Higher Education, Toby Percival, set off through the 
floods in Sheffield and Doncaster to reach Edinburgh on 7th Nov on the first stop of the 
Northern Progress. Here the Wally Dug in Northumberland Street is a popular watering-hole for 
the residents of Edinburgh New Town but particularly for Salopians in the city, as it has the 
added advantage of being owned by Murray Campbell (O 92-97). To the accompaniment of the 
pianist (Glenalmond, Iõm afraidé) Salopians, ably co-ordinated by Archie Thomason (Rt 12-17), 
were able to enjoy the local brew. Was it fanciful to have heard the strains of òWill ye no come 
back again?ó 

The following evening saw Salopians from Durham and Newcastle, at the prompting of James 
Plaut (S 10-15), descend on the Swan and Three Cygnets which boasts some of the most 
reasonably priced ale in the land. This was just as well, as Salopians of both universities applied 
themselves with alacrity to contribute to the barmanõs strained shoulder. After a lengthy evening, 
the intrepid travelling duo eschewed the temptations of the local night-spots, Kluteõs and 
Jimmyõs, just as various Salopians (not to be named) were getting into their stride. 

  

¶  

 

  

https://www.shrewsbury.org.uk/sites/default/files/news-gallery/Durham_Gathering_Nov_2019.JPG


Giles Bell's Team of  the Week 
Thursday 7 November 2019 

This week, the Art Department, the Three Amigos and The Big Draw... 

Just before half term I looked out of my office window ð a rare occurrence, as I am so dedicated 
to my work that I seldom have time for such distractions. I spotted three alpacas being led to the 
lawn outside the Design Centre. I re-examined my cup but concluded it really was ôjustõ coffee 
and left the room to investigate. 

 

I bumped into a slightly relieved-looking Head of Art Lucy Caddel, who had been worrying that 
the alpacas might not make it through the traffic. Lucy spent two years in Peru and has an in-
depth love and knowledge of all things Peruvian, including alpacas. òI love alpacas,ó she told me. 
She had decided that as the theme for this yearõs ôBig Drawõ is ôDrawn to Lifeõ, sheõd use alpacas 
as the live models for a House Art Competition one day and an art event for lots of primary 
school children the next. òExciting, isnõt it?ó she enthused. I said nothing, though I did notice 
that there seemed to be a certain reluctance on the part of at least one of the Three Amigos to 
join in with her plané 



 

But happily, he eventually agreed to get into positioné 

 

Athough he took a little while to strike as good a pose as Amigos One and Twoé. 



 

In case you are wondering what The Big Draw is, itõs actually the world's largest drawing 
festival and it takes place annually in about 25 countries all over the world - though not yet in 
Peru, hence the fact that alpacas have to come to Shrewsbury to join in. Susan Coles (The Big 
Draw Associate, Cultural Educational Consultant, Artist, school governor, former President of 
NSEAD) sums it up: 

"The Big Draw is a superb focus for any school - allowing all subjects areas to appreciate the 
value of drawing and visual literacy and to support the use of transferable skills and knowledge. 
Drawing is a language that resonates with all subject areas. Drawing is communication that 
breaks through barriers. And, it helps us speak when words are not enough." (There's lots of 
inspiring stuff on their website: https://thebigdraw.org/ ) 

As the arts continue to be squeezed and cut back in the educational world, The Big Draw 
attempts to turn the spotlight on creativity. Happily, the arts are thriving at Shrewsbury School, 
but the talented folk of the Art Department are always keen to encourage the rest of us to release 
our inner Van Goghs and Tracey Emins, so theyõd laid on a whole series of artistic events and 
challenges for us over the week. And Lucy explained to me that she had invited some of the local 
primary schools to come and enjoy doing some art during Field Day, using our beautiful site and 
facilities. 

The weather, and the alpacas were able to be stabled outside rather than in the Art School, which 
could have raised ôissues. So all was set for two days of artistic endeavour and alpaca 
appreciation. 

https://thebigdraw.org/


 
The Alpaca Appreciation Society is formed... 

 

The House competition involved each House providing a tutor and student who would compete 
to produce the best alpaca-inspired picture within an afternoon. 

The artists settled down, paint brushes in hand, the alpacas posed, and it was time to have a chat 
with Caroline and Ian Oakes, who had kindly provided the alpacas for the afternoon. If you want 



to see what they get up to, I can heartily recommend a look at their 
website https://www.clivewoodfarm.co.uk/ . 

Caroline and Ian have been great supporters of the School. Ian is an Old Salopian and their son 
Nick was Head of School House. Nick now sports a healthy beard and I wondered if that had 
been inspired by living in the vicinity of 40 hairy alpacas. òI live in Manchester,ó Nick told me. 

The alpacas are called Eusebio, Ronaldo and Olaf. Ian apparently gets to name the boys and 
tends to use his knowledge of great footballers, although he could not quite remember how Olaf 
got in. Caroline thought maybe one of her grandchildren had been involved! Caroline gets to 
name the girls, and they tend to be named after powerful females. I was thinking Fatima 
Whitbread, but apparently Beyoncé is more on the right lines. 

 

https://www.clivewoodfarm.co.uk/


 
Churchill's team looking good 

I have a strong affinity with animals and was inspired by Dr Doolittle (not a surprise to some) to 
learn their language. I approached Eusebio and asked him how he was enjoying life over here. 
He immediately questioned my stereotypical view that he was not British and told me he was 
born and bred in Shropshire. Ronaldo chipped in (as he frequently does) and informed me that 
they were part of a 60,000-strong population of British alpacas. òWe are the best genetic herd in 
Europe,ó Olaf told me. 

Apparently, they like the weather. òWe like the weather in the UK as we can cope with minus 40 
due to the 41 inches of coat that we wear,ó Eusebio said. Ronaldo tried to eat my pen before 
telling me that they are part of the camelid family and are basically camels without the hump. òSo 
we donõt get as angry as camels,ó Olaf added. 

The alpacas are very happy at Clivewood Farm. òWe can go trekking and we provide the 
community with wool to weave and make into clothes.ó they all said at once. 

I looked at some of the art work that was being created around me. Henry Farmer had forgotten 
how good he was at art. òI donõt think I utilise enough colour in my life, although I do follow the 
reds,ó Henry commented. 



 

He continued to tell me that he liked the smell of the alpacas ð although not that much, as he 
had to leave with his picture half completed. Luckily Andy Barnard was on hand to finish it off. 
òI have always been a good finisher,ó he told me. 

 

Helen Brownõs painting was very dramatic, as one would expect from the Head of Drama. I 
asked her where her inspiration came from and after much thought she told me, òItõs from their 
fluffinessó. 



 

  

 



Morgan Bird and Archie Taylor were making it quite clear which house they were from by their 
frequent daubing of pink. 

 

 



Mr Smiter was also keen to show his allegiance to green, as was Casper Hamilton whose ghostly 
green alpacas were quite halloweenesque! 

 

 

Mrs Kirk, Miss Hankin and Mrs Matthews created paintings that should have been in an art 
gallery, and it has to be said that standard in general was incredibly high. 



 

 

I asked the alpacas what they thought of the paintings and they all agreed they looked so good 
you could eat them. 

I have concluded that I am strangely drawn to alpacas but if I had a camel with no humps I 
would call it Humphrey! 



GJFB 
The sun continued to shine the next day too, and the Three Amigos made even more amigos 
among all the junior school children who came to Shrewsbury to paint them in The Big Draw 
Part 2: Field Day.  Have a look at the article: Field Day, Michaelmas 2019. 

 

 

 

  

https://www.shrewsbury.org.uk/news/field-day-1


Highlights from the Tucks  
Friday 8 November 2019 

Film Fellow David Clifford and Teacher in Charge of Cross-Country Ian Haworth have 
captured in words and in film some of the tremendous atmosphere of competition and house 
spirit of this historic whole-school race. 

Click on the arrow below to enjoy the two-minute film: 

  

And follow the link for a full report of the race by Ian Haworth: The Tucks 2019 

 

  

https://www.shrewsbury.org.uk/news/tucks-2019


'The School will not forget' - 
Remembrance Sunday 2019 
Saturday 9 November 2019 

This Remembrance Sunday, as is customary, the entire School will gather around the Sir 
Philip Sidney War Memorial for the annual Act of Remembrance to honour the Salopians 
who were killed in the two World Wars. 

 

As the cadets of the CCF stand smartly to attention and a hush falls over the assembled throng, 
the Heads of School will read out one fifth of the names on the War Memorial. Over the course 
of their five years at the School, each pupil will hear the names of all 321 Salopians killed in 
World War I and the 259 killed in World War II. 



 

  

"The School will not forget" is a line from a poem written by Revd C.A. Alington, Headmaster 
of Shrewsbury School from 1906-1916, which was published in The Times: To the School at 
War 

https://www.shrewsbury.org.uk/page/school-will-not-forget
https://www.shrewsbury.org.uk/page/school-will-not-forget


 



Shrewsbury House (The Shewsy) - a view 
from the Chairman's desk... 
Monday 11 November 2019 

"It has been a year of tremendous performance for Shrewsbury House. I do feel that our 
Founding Fathers would be pleased with how their successors have delivered their mission in 
2018-19." 

... The opening words from John Hutchison, Chair of the Shrewsbury House Board of Management, in his 

report for the Shewsy's recent Annual General Meeting. 

Over the course of the year we have continued to deliver a first-class face-to-face service to our 
children and young people. In a world where so many organisations get caught up in proclaiming 
their success and delivering almost nothing, we take the opposite stance and deliver our mission 
to the maximum, with few resources expended in self-publicity! 

 

Our core business is delivering support to children and young people and we have been busy: 

   -  Extending the "reach" of our catchment area to right across the city of Liverpool 
   -  Piloting a programme of intensive work with young people on the edge of serious 
crime and reporting our results back to the Home Office 
   -  Providing our core After-School and Senior Club activities on four afternoons and 
evenings each week, for members aged 5-18 years old 



 

   -  Running our out-of-school Easter and Summer holiday programmes 
   -  Running residential weeks and weekends. This has included the Causeway Exchange 
Programme with groups from Belfast and Dublin and our second trip to Malawi, alongside 
pupils from Shrewsbury School 
   -  Delivering the annual programme of five three-day Social Studies visits from the 
Shrewsbury School Sixth Form, aligning the subjects with the National Curriculum, 
complementing their volunteering time at the club 
   -  Supporting the work of the Archive Group on their project: òShrewsbury House - The 
Football Story" 
   -  Building on our best annual Summer Fair for many years, with record numbers. 


