
 

Dayboys' House Play: 'Incident at Vichy' 
Tuesday 2 October 2018 

Director of Drama Helen Brown reviews a moving and powerful production, directed by 
Sixth Former Josh Evans. 

 

Millerõs rarely-performed one-act drama, Incident at Vichy, was inspired by a true event. In a small 
town in Vichy France, a group of ôundesirablesõ ð mostly Jews ð were rounded up for an identity 
check before being shipped off to the Eastern concentration camps. In an extraordinary act of 
altruism, a Gentile who had just been released from questioning gave his pass to the last 
remaining Jew in the room, sparing that man from deportation and certain death. 

Miller gives identities both to the nameless victims in that room, and to the men who put them 
there; with his characteristic moral complexity, he creates problematic, three-dimensional people 
where it would be easy to see cardboard-cut-out martyrs and monsters. As the play progresses, 
men come and go. Some, such as James Sykes-Wallerõs snobbish businessman, are inexplicably 
allowed to go free, whilst others are dragged into the darkness. The sinister intentions of the 
doctor and the SS officer in charge of the operation ð a genuinely terrifying Ed Hart and Matt 
Brinkley ð become progressively more explicit and horrifying. 



 

 

This was an ambitious choice for a House play, and I commend the Dayboys for grappling with 
such challenging and powerful material. Particular credit is due to Josh Evans, who has made his 
debut as a director with such a thoughtful, detailed piece of work. 

The play gives the opportunity for a number of keenly observed cameo roles, each offering a 
different viewpoint on the unfolding tragedy. I would single out Frank Mansell as a wide-eyed 
and optimistic waiter, Cameron Hughes-Williams as a thuggish electrician and Ben Lloyd as a 
pompous and self-involved actor. 



 

 

Perhaps Millerõs mouthpiece in the play is the psychiatrist Leduc. Having tried and failed to 
persuade his fellow captives to make a break for it, he challenges the Major in charge (Giles 
McLoughlin), a man of decent instincts who is nonetheless unwilling to risk his life to do the 
right thing. The Major responds by asking Leduc, with a gun to his head, whether if he were 
offered his freedom, at the cost of every other manõs life, he would refuse. 

òNo,ó says Leduc. 

 



 
It appears to be a bleak conclusion: we are all, when the chips are down, motivated by our own 
need to survive. However, hope comes in the impeccably attired form of Prince Von Berg 
(Oscar Mattinson). 

 

Without reason or invitation, he hands his papers to Leduc, and faces the gas chambers in his 
place. Mattinson plays Von Berg with understated heroism; he fights the ôvulgarityõ of the Nazis 
not with guns, but with kindness and culture. 

In dark times, the play offers a reminder that violence does not need to beget violence, and that 
beauty and decency may be found in the most unexpected of places. 

HRB 
 



 

The news this week 100 years ago: 5th - 
11th October 1918 
Thursday 4 October 2018 

This week we remember three former pupils. 

Lieutenant John Howard Cooke, Mechanical Transport Army Service Corps attd Royal 
Garrison Artillery 
Moserõs. Cricket XI, òa dangerous fast bowler and a big hitteró. he left in 1910. 

At the outbreak of war, he enlisted with the 9th Battalion, Manchester Regiment. He entered the 
army from the Manchester University Officer Training Corps as a Second Lieutenant and later 
submitted an application for transfer to the Army Service Corps and was made Lieutenant in 
June 1916. He served with a Mechanical Transport Company of the Army Service Corps 
attached to the 118th (and later the 11th) Siege Battery, Ammunition Column, Royal Garrison 
Artillery on the Western Front. 

His service was punctuated with several illnesses including inflamation of the heart and a 
displaced knee cartliage. He was admitted to 8th General Hospital in Rouen following a gun shot 
wound to the leg in August 1918. He died of bronchopneumonia on 9th October 1918 at 72nd 
General Hospital, aged 25, in France. 

He is buried at Tourgeville Military Cemetery, France. Grave IV. C. 18. 

 
Lieutenant John Cooke (image courtesy of the Imperial War Museum)  

 
Second Lieutenant James Bainton Stowell Gell, 56th Bde Royal Field Artillery 
Moserõs, left in 1916. 



 
He was killed in action on the Western Front in France after only a few weeks' service on 9th 
October 1918, aged 19. 
He is buried at Awoingt British Cemetery, France. Grave V. B. 1. 

  

Image courtesy of the Imperial War Museum 
Captain Kenneth Sutherland Rudd, 10th Bn. West Yorkshire Regiment (Prince of Wales's 
Own) 

Bennettõs (now Severn Hill); left in 1913 with a scholarship to Jesus College, Cambridge. 

He enlisted in the Shropshire Light Infantry immediately war broke out and was gazetted in 
August 1914 and posted to the West Yorkshire Regiment. He was promoted Lieutenant in June 
1915 and obtained his Captaincy in May 1918. 

He went to France with his Battalion in July1915 and was severly wounded in April 1916. 
Following his convalescence, he returned to France in October 1917 as Acting Adjutant. 



 
When home on leave owing to wounds, he more than once was one of the Staff at the 
Shrewsbury Club (Liverpool) Camp at Frodsham. 

He was killed in action in France on 10th October 1918, aged 24. 
He is buried at Caudry British Cemetery, France. Grave II. F. 17. 
 

 
  



 

CCF Army Section win Military Skills 
Competition 
Friday 5 October 2018 

Congratulations to the nine cadets of the CCF Army Section who won the trophy for the 
Best CCF Team in the 143 Brigade Military Skills Competition last weekend. Colour 
Sgt Tim Lovick reports. 

From the Friday evening of the 28th September, to the Sunday morning of the 30th, the Army 
Detachment ventured into the familiar landscape of Nescliffe Training area to take part in the 
annual Military Skills Competition run by the XI Signals Brigade. 

Under the command of Colour Sgt Arthur Gell, the section of nine Army cadets loaded up and 
headed by bus to the training area, accompanied by Captain Simper, the adult volunteer who 
would escort them through the event. 

After a nightõs sleep in the confines of a bunker, the team embarked on the first of their 
activities: a command task which involved first locating caches buried throughout a wood, 
followed by the deciphering of codes to gather information, all undertaken in the darkness of a 
black-out tent. Special commendation to Jake Ludlam for his efforts in locating hidden codes 
and keys in the darkness with limited light. 

The teamõs navigation skills were put to the test as they found several marked points on a map, 
reaching well-hidden markers throughout Nescliffe, before moving on to a written test that 
scrutinised their map-reading and navigation skills. Cadet Loumidis proved his skills in 
navigating as he helped plot out routes across maps, as well as identifying distinct features that 
would lead the way. 

 



 
In the Casevac stand, the recruits bombed up their magazines and prepared to fight a pitch battle 
to recover a wounded casualty. The instructors were amazed by the speed with which the section 
launched forwards, taking the enemy by storm in a hail of blank fire. In fact, the rapid nature of 
the encounter was quicker than any other section, leaving them with extra time to wait as the 
next group was made ready to go. Commendation to Colour Sgt Gell who led his team, as well 
as Colour Sgt Chad Usher who led Delta section as 2nd-in-Command who gave the furious hail 
of covering fire that held the enemy at bay. 

The team progressed to a task that they had not yet encountered: the Gun Run. The cadets 
worked hard to move and disassemble a gun and limber, working in a tight team to rapidly 
disassemble and carry the heavy parts through to be quickly reassembled and pulled through a 
course. To their credit, they completed it swiftly, earning a great score. 

 

Following on was the First Aid stand, where the cadets worked to secure the aftermath of an 
accidental grenade detonation. The group worked to treat a shock victim, a gunshot victim and 
an unconscious casualty. Lance Corporals Oliver Taylor and Ed Craik worked especially hard to 
secure the unconscious casualty and provide CPR until it was possible to resuscitate them. 

After a hearty meal of ration packs and a nightõs sleep, the group embarked on their gruelling 
forced march. Unable to break into a run (apart from a 400-metre stretch) or have less than one 
foot on the ground at all times, they marched across three miles in 25 minutes. Special 
commendation to Cpl Alexander Sparks and LCpl Andrew Chan who persevered and stuck it 
through, leading to a resounding result. This was followed by an air rifle range where the selected 
shooters tested their skills, to land a result of 3rd in the march and shoot. 



 

 

The troops were rewarded for their efforts with the gold medal for best CCF team in the overall 
competition, and bronze in the march and shoot. This was a great result for a team that included 
cadets on their third consecutive competition. 

Congratulations to all who took part, and special thanks to the CCF staff who supported them 
through their exercise. The efforts of Cpt Simper, Cpt Farmer and Sgt Welsh have been integral 
to our success. 
Colour Sgt Tim Lovick 
 

 
 



 

1st XI hockey team retain their County 
Championship title 
Friday 5 October 2018 

Congratulations to the girls' 1st XI hockey team, who have won the County Championship 
for the second year running. 

 

Report by 1st XI Coach Emma Kelly: 

On Wednesday 3rd October we were pleased to host the U18 County Hockey Tournament at 
Shrewsbury School and welcomed teams from Moreton Hall, Oswestry, Ellesmere and Wrekin 
College.  

Shrewsbury's first game was against Moreton Hall. The girls started thier bid to retain the County 
Championship title in strong fashion, winning this game 4-0. Goals came from Georgie 
Nicholas, Daisy McMullen and two goals from Amelie Davies, including a stunning straight 
strike from a short corner. 

Our second game was against Oswestry School, which we won 1-0 ð Amelie Davies scoring 
again. Frustratingly, we had a number of chances and were camped out in our attacking half but 
failed to convert. But the team looked strong as we headed into the semi-final top of our pool. 



 
Our semi-final was against Ellesmere, a strong school and previous County Winners. Again there 
was lots of pressure in their defending D and the Shrewsbury squad looked strong as we won 1-0 
and qualified for the final. 

The final was against Moreton Hall (again!). Having already beaten them 4-0, we went into the 
match feeling strong and confident. The final score was 1-0 to Shrewsbury, with Moreton 
keeping up the pressure and bringing on a kicking-back in the final few stages. So Shrewsbury 
retained the trophy and were crowned County Champions 2018! 

Due to the new England Hockey competition format, the County Tournament is no longer a 
qualifier for Regionals. The U18s and U16s now have to get through a series of Knock-Out 
Competitions before securing a place in the Regionals or Midland Final. 

The U18s will compete away v Kingõs Chester on Tuesday 9th October in their first Knock-Out 
Competition. Having drawn against them earlier in the term, it looks set to be an exciting match. 
The U16s also play on Tuesday away v Wilmslow High. 

The U18 County Championship Team were: 
Georgiana Nicholas 
Adelaide Sillar 
Amelie Davies 
Laura Elliott 
Eleanor Niblett 
Lara Ockleston 
Emma Graham 
Daisy McMullen 
Katie Oswald 
Jetty Russell 
Kitty Taylor 
Lizzie Ware 
Phoebe Wasdell 
Abi Watkinson 
  



 

Top Schools Weekend in Hong Kong - 
Thank you to FSSHK! 
Friday 5 October 2018 

A huge thank you to the Friends of Shrewsbury School Hong Kong (FSSHK) for their 
wonderful support at the ôTop Schools Weekendõ recruitment event. 

 

Every year, Shrewsbury School takes part in the Top Schools Weekend organised by education 
consultants Academic Asia, when representatives from schools across the UK travel to Hong 
Kong to interview prospective students for admission in the next academic year. 

This year the delegation included John Moore (Director of Music), Giles Bell (Admissions Tutor) 
and Matthew Clark (Sixth Form Admissions Tutor), who were warmly welcomed and looked 
after wonderfully well throughout their stay by the FSSHK. 

Once again the FSSHK had tirelessly rallied support from parents and Old Salopians to be in 
attendance throughout the interview sessions. So prospective families had the chance to talk to 
them and find out more about life at Shrewsbury School from enthusiastic ambassadors who 
could speak warmly about their own experiences. 

  



 

Rugby: 1st XV in fine form in the 
NatWest Vase 
Friday 5 October 2018 

The 1st XV played Ellesmere College in the NatWest Vase last week and put in a 
superb performance to claim victory and secure safe passage to Round 3. 

At this stage of the tournament itõs sudden death, so the prospect of Ellesmere looked like a 
tough challenge. However, with confidence high from wins earlier this season, the scene was set 
and, pumped up for the afternoon, the team got off to a flying start. 

Using our pods effectively, the Ellesmere team were moved around the pitch to create space into 
which to launch attacks. With a useful bump of the knee, Joe Scott (O) picked up a stray ball, 
and dropped over the line to open the scoring. Our pressure forced stray Ellesmere kicking, 
from which Harry Remnant (Ch) counter-attacked to set up a perfect position from which the 
forwards were able to muscle over in the corner, with Jacob Jefferis (SH) claiming the final 
touch. 

To top off a phenomenal opening 20 minutes, Remnant (Ch) then countered again, handing off 
with strength to score under the posts. The wind had been blown out of the Ellesmere sails, with 
the half-time score 21-0. 

The second half started with a more dynamic Ellesmere performance as they finally started to 
put together moves and break the Shrewsbury defensive line. A thunderous run up the pitch by 
Ellesmereõs giant number 8 finally broke through to move the score to 21-5. However, we rarely 
looked under pressure again and, when Luka Cassidy (R) cut a great line back inside to score, the 
game had been put to bed. 

Frank Morris (O) continued his effective spot kicking throughout, with 4 conversions and a 
penalty to give a final score 31-5.  

The cup run remains well and truly alive! 

  



 

An exciting new chapter in the history of  
The Tucks 
Friday 5 October 2018 

An exciting new chapter in the history of the three-mile whole-school cross-country race, The 
Tucks, will be written on Friday 12th October, as the race moves to the beautiful parkland 
setting of nearby Attingham Park.  

Friday 12th October 2018 sees the whole School don their House vests in the annual Tucks race. 
Having been raced consecutively since the early 1830s, The Tucks lays claim to being one of (if 
not the) oldest cross-country races in the world and has a long and proud heritage. 

An exciting new chapter in the history of the race will be written this year as The Tucks moves 
to the beautiful parkland setting of nearby Many of the traditions of this historic race will remain, 
though in a more suitable setting as we move towards the third century of the raceõs existence. 

Key amongst the factors in the decision to relocate to Attingham Park was the experience and 
the safety of pupils and spectators alike. We are therefore delighted to be able to warmly 
welcome parents, guardians and friends of the School to join us on the afternoon of the race to 
spectate and support the Tucks in what will be a history-making day of running. 

The race commences at 2pm but spectators are advised to arrive before 1.30pm. Attingham Park 
is owned by the National Trust, and Trust members should bring their membership cards for 
entry; otherwise the usual entrance fees will apply. The start and finish of the race will be in front 
of the mansion house with a sweeping panoramic view of the parkland course. It promises to be 
an event to remember! 

More details about Attingham Park, including directions,can be found on their 
website https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/attingham -park  
 
  

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/attingham-park


 

Alex Wilson Football Match, Sunday 30th 
September 
Monday 8 October 2018 

Report by Matthew Clark, Referee. 

 

It was a great privilege to referee the annual Alex Wilson Football match again this year, 
especially as a number of younger players had joined the teams. This not only improved the 
speed and standard of play, but also made life a bit easier for the referee! All four of the Alex 
Wilson scholars played in the game and they all played their part in a fantastic spectacle on 
Senior. 

The Blue team started the game on top and only a series of impressive saves from 1st XI 
goalkeeper and new Alex Wilson scholar, Lewis Evans, kept the Red team on level terms. Ollie 
Brown and Ben Freeman stood out for the Blues and their physical strength was too much for 
the Reds in the opening phase of the game. Even Lewis could do nothing about a wonder goal 
from Campbell Naylor to open the scoring. Campbell managed to gain possession in his 
opponentsõ half and with quick feet unleashed an unstoppable chip into the roof of the net. It 
was a finish even Dennis Bergkamp would have been proud of! 

At this stage, I expected the floodgates to open, but the Red team rallied and started to get back 
in the match with neat passing football. An intricate move led to an opportunity for Upper 
Sixth Wilson Scholar, Xavie Clarke, and he finished with real composure to level the scores at 
half time. 



 
In the second half, the Red team seemed to have found their feet and their passing game 
gradually overcame the valiant Blues. Youth and skill slowly but surely got the better of strength 
and experience. A pinpoint pass from Jamie Whelan picked out Rory Griffiths in the inside left 
position and Rory finished with great skill, showing that he has lost none of his skills from his 
1st XI days. 

The match continued to an even contest, but the Reds continued to look the more likely team to 
score and Jamie Whelan sealed the game with a clever finish with about five minutes to go. 
Special mention must also go to Max Maclure, the first Alex Wilson Scholar, who captained the 
red team and made sure they were tight at the back. 

We then retired to the Top of the Shop where a delightful post-match buffet was provided by 
the Foundation. 

Well done to all players. 
Floreat Salopia! 
 



 

òClub and School as close as theyõve ever 
been,ó says Shewsy Youth Worker 
Tuesday 9 October 2018 

John Dumbell, Team Leader at Shrewsbury House (ôthe Shewsyõ ð the Schoolõs youth club 
in Everton, Liverpool) spoke to the Third and Fourth Form last Friday. 

 

Lower Sixth Formers with members of the Shewsy Junior Club, October 2018 

Appropriately, staff and pupils were all in their ôown clothesõ, in order to raise £900+ for the 
Youth Club. 

John spoke movingly about individual children. He mentioned the five girls who went on a joint 
trip to Malawi with the School in 2016, none of whom had believed that further education was 
ôfor themõ, but are now all studying at university. 

He spoke about one of the current youth workers who was barred several times from the Club 
as a boy because of rowdy and disruptive behaviour. òBut we go on giving people chances,ó says 
John. òAnd we donõt turn our backs on people.ó Children without boundaries are naughty, 
whether they are indulged or neglected, and the Club aims to give them support and consistency 
through informal education. òSchoolõs not for everyone,ó as John puts it. Everton remains one 
of the most deprived areas in the country, and at Thursdayõs Junior Club session last week, for 
example, only 12 of the 34 children could afford to pay the Ã1 ôsubsõ. 

https://www.shrewsbury.org.uk/news/joint-shrewsbury-school-and-shewsy-expedition-medic-malawi
https://www.shrewsbury.org.uk/news/joint-shrewsbury-school-and-shewsy-expedition-medic-malawi


 
The Club was visited recently by a delegation led by Finlandõs Minister of Education. When they 
were asked why they had chosen to visit the Shewsy, of all the youth clubs in the UK, they 
explained that they wanted to know how it had stayed such an important part of the community 
since 1903. Its longevity demonstrates just how successful it is. 

The Club roof is badly in need of repair, but ASDA was so impressed by the contribution of 
the Shrewsbury School Walk to Club funds, that they have provided a £25,000 matching grant. 

However, John was keen to emphasise that itõs relationships that make the partnership with the 
School so special. òClub and School are as close as theyõve ever been,ó says John. He first 
became a Club Member at the age of five, and his own sons are now regulars. 

There are joint activities with each year group in the School. At the Shewsyõs Summer Fayre, 
Jeremy Yarnell Davies (OS) and Damian Cummings, former Club member, arrived together for 
a pint and a catch-up. They first met on a Social Studies visit, and have been in touch since the 
1980s! 

At the end of Johnõs talk, one of the newest pupils in the School wanted to volunteer straight 
away, next week, in Half-Term. The partnership continues. 

Lesley Drew 

 

L-R: Dave Yarnell Davies, Damien Cummings, Jeremy Yarnell Davies  

https://www.shrewsbury.org.uk/news/sponsored-walk-total-reaches-%C2%A3100000-0


 

OS Cricket at Edgbaston 
Tuesday 9 October 2018 

Three OS involved in exciting day of cricket at Edgbaston. 

Three OS were involved in the most exciting day in domestic cricket on Saturday 15th 
September at Edgbaston. 

Worcestershire played in the first semi-final match of the day and overcame a very strong 
Lancashire team by 20 runs. 

Edward Barnard (PH 2012-14) scored 28 not out and added 72 runs for the 6th wicket with Ben 
Cox, as Worcestershire totalled 169. He then made two run outs and picked up the vital wicket 
of Livingstone as Worcester restricted Lancashire to 149. Oliver Westbury(S 2013-15) fielded for 
16 overs as a 12th man sub for Luke Wood. 

Worcestershire then took on Sussex in the final who batted first. Barnard again picked up a 
useful wicket when he removed Evans for 52, when he looked as if he was going take the game 
away from Worcester. 

In reply Worcester eased home with 9 balls to spare and won their first domestic title for over a 
decade. 

Worcestershire are captained by Joe Leach (M 2004-09) who is presently side-lined with a stress 
fracture to his back. 

  



 

The news this week 100 years ago: 12th - 
18th October 1918 
Thursday 11 October 2018 

This week we remember Joshua Hughes-Games MC, Head of School 1906-07. 

Captain Joshua Bower Hughes-Games MC, 18th Bn. Durham Light Infantry. 
School House, Head of School, left in 1907 as a Scholar of Queensõ College, Cambridge. 

Captain Hughes-Games had been twice wounded in France and gassed, and was in hospital for 
20 months, from which he had only just returned to school work as PE Master. 

He was gazetted Temporary Captain on 4th October 1914 and did some brilliant work in the 
Eastern Campaign, where he gained his M.C. Before the war he was an Assistant Master at the 
Forest School. 

Died of influenza at the Quarry House Nursing Institution in Shrewsbury, 17th October 1918, 
aged 30. 
Buried at Shrewsbury General Cemetery, England. Grave 161. 8. G. 
 

School House, 1906 
 



 

Giles Bell's Team of  the Week 
Thursday 11 October 2018 

This week, the Tucks - written on the eve of the historic whole-school cross-country race. 

Watching my children and their friends skip round the Prep Schoolsõ Cross-Country course here 
last weekend reminded me that without training, running can be quite hard work. 

As a young lady crossed the finishing line in the under-9s race clearly having run her heart out, I 
was concerned she may not have fully appreciated every aspect of the event. Running-supremo 
Peter Middleton then reminded me that cross-country is a tough sport. Indeed, he claimed that 
Ernest Hemingway once said that there are òthree sports in life; bull fighting, motorsport and 
cross country, everything else is just gamesó. 

Mr Middleton was sitting at lunch with Tucks ôoutsiderõ Dom Sullivan. Dom is well known to 
those of you who like water as a GB oarsman and as such he is in quite reasonable shape. òI am 
in quite reasonable shape and feeling good,ó he told me. I wondered if it was a coincidence that 
Ingramõs are singing ôFeeling Goodõ as their part song this year and that Dom has been running 
the rehearsals. Was Dom trying to make me feel ônot so goodõ at lunch whilst I enjoyed another 
culinary delight courtesy of Matt Warburton and the KH team? Had he identified me as a rival 
for the Tucks title and decided to play mind-games with me? I managed to control my feelings 
by using my Philosophical knowledge and remembering that my training has been going 
extremely well this year and that not only am I Feeling good but I am looking good. 

 

Mr Middleton quizzed Dom about his chances of winning, and when Dom admitted that should 
the race start to cause him pain he had been advised by his rowing coach to stop, he smiled and 
said that cross-country is tougher than rowing. Mr Middleton is a senior figure in the School, and 
Dom decided to agree with him. Mr Middleton went on for some time about the benefits of 
running for mental toughness. I had to leave when he was still in full flow, as it was my bedtime. 



 
He may have a point, though, because I got a text from the mother of the young lady whoõd run 
in the Under-9 competition which said: òIt seems to have inspired her, as she has just written a 
letter to her teacher asking her to help her work towards getting a scholarship to Shrewsbury 
School.ó 

Dom didnõt run the Tucks last year as he was in Spain on a rowing ôholidayõ; but someone who 
did was Harry Remnant ð and he came first. 

 

Harry claims not to have been training this year, as he oversaw the successful Pringle Trophy 
Marines Team and has been too busy to worry about trivial things such as defending his title. He 
assures me that Sam Western is the favourite to win having been very fast in training recently. 

I bumped into Paddy Barlow and the Riggõs ôMassiveõ, who were also quick to inform me that 
Sam is probably the bookiesõ favourite. Paddy refuted claims that he might be a good each way 
bet, but interestingly he informed me that Harry Remnant has been spotted secretly training at 
night. 



 

 

Harvey Hancock is aiming for a top 30 place. I wondered if that would please his father, Nick. 
Harvey told me that his father managed to avoid running the Tucks when he was here owing to 
genuinely good excuses such as appendicitis, and so any finish will be a source of family pride. 
Harvey is part of an Ingramõs squad that might be looking for second place in the team event 
after Riggõs, whom Mr Middleton describes as òunbeatableó ð and he should know as he 
recruited a lot of them! 

Harvey told me, òMr Griffiths signed Louis Nares over the summer to add to Alex Powell, 
Dom, Max Green, Scott Nicolson and Dan Humes. Dan is in good shape at the moment and he 
might be a genuine contender and certainly a top ten finisher.ó Dan told me that was highly 
unlikely but he would give it a go. 

I came across a number of staff who had something to say about their athleticism. The Chaplain 
Rev Keulemans informed me he would not be running, as òcross-country does my head inó. Mr 
Fitzgerald will be marshalling and so is sadly unable to show his prowess as an athlete. òI am like 
a frustrated Mo Farah,ó he lied. Mr Percival describes himself as the ôVoice of the Tucksõ, as he 
will be commentating. When I suggested that meant he would have to keep up with the leader 
whilst talking at the same time, he looked a little pale and ran off to start training. Mr Walters 
informed me that he would be running as is hoping to cross the finishing line still breathing and 



 
in the middle of the pack. Dr Case thinks he may have finished close to 200th when he ran it 
here as a pupil and he feels that might well be the case again this year. Mr Merricks-Murgatroyd 
is expecting carnage at the log jump, according to my inside informant. 

 

I was lucky enough to bump into Lillian Wilcox, Anna Cowan and the incredible Chessie Harris 
whilst they were returning from a training run. I started by asking them what they thought of the 
new Tucks course. Chessie told me she is not a fan, as there are not enough hills and itõs not long 
enough. Lilian told me she thinks itõs too long; she would prefer 800 metres, but she likes the 
fact that it has no hills. 

Anna is excited by the idea of a water jump and a tree jump. She was slightly disappointed when 
I had to break the news to her that there is no water jump unless she goes wildly off course and 
heads into the river. She was however still buoyed by the idea of a tree jump, or log jump. òI like 
the idea of a tree jump, although I hope it does not cause a log jam,ó Anna stated. She went on 
to say, òI think it is good to see the School branching off in a new direction with the race.ó I 



 
asked her if she had anything else to say but she was stumped for words and just reached for 
another twiglet. 

Chessie finished twelfth in the under-17 National Championships this year and could finish in 
the top 15 in the Tucks. She is a strong favourite for the girlsõ race but her real motivation this 
year is to beat Mr Griffiths, who has told her he will buy her a pizza if she beats him. I am 
hoping he will buy me one if he beats me. 

I wondered if Chessie and her friends had any training tips for us mortal runners. Chessie told 
me not to train now and to work on distance not speed if I do go for a run; something I was 
happy to take on board. She also informed me that technique is very important, as more people 
get injured from poor running technique than tackling in rugby, although I did point out that 
probably more people run than tackle in rugby. I certainly never tackled when I played rugby! 

 

The general assessment of the potential winner of the boysõ race was that Charlie Ockleston 
might be up there close to Sam Western at the finish and that Leo Walton, Toby Pegge and 
Jamie Anwyl might spring a surprise. Sophia Dixon is hoping to figure in the girlsõ race and is 
hoping that her friendõs plan to distract Chessie with an excellent area of baked goods works. 

Finally, I had a quick look at how the Houses were preparing for the race. Most Houses followed 
a pattern of normality: perhaps a bit of House Singing practice, followed by an early night with a 
book containing inspiring stories by successful athletes ð Born To Run by Christopher McDougall, 
or Eat and Run by Scott Jurek spring to mind. 

Not in The Grove. 

Mrs Wilson believes in a good curry followed by a serious amount of Sidoliõs cakes washed down 
with plenty of fizzy pop. òI think it is important to be relaxed before a big event, and what is 
more relaxing than a good curry surrounded by your friends?ó Mrs Wilson intimated. 



 
After the curry was an apple-bobbing competition. This involved two girls and two buckets of 
water containing an apple each. The fastest procurer of the apple is the winner and moves on to 
the next round. I was defeated by Hetta Harris, who was ultimately the beaten finalist. I asked 
Hetta how the apple-bobbing had helped her in her pre-race preparations. òIt has given me 
stamina, self-confidence and gave my lungs a good work-out as I had to hold my breath as I 
submerged to find the apple. Apple bobbing has been an intrinsic part of my training and it will 
give me an edge,ó Hetta told me confidently. 

 

The apple-bobbing champion was Eve Llewellyn. Eve was in jubilant mood. òI am absolutely 
delighted with my apple-bobbing performance,ó she admitted. òI can see myself running a fast 
time tomorrow, especially as my toe injury seems to have withstood the impact of several rounds 
of apple-bobbing.ó 

Eve is my tutee and I wondered if my words of encouragement had helped her through the 
event. òNot really,ó she told me. òEves are just good with apples.ó 



 

 

Other apple-bobbers had also taken great heart from their performances. Jetty Russell told me 
she was going for a top 300 place now that she had been successful in apple-bobbing. òI am just 
so delighted to have been involved in such a tense and exciting sporting event. Nothing that the 
Tucks can throw at me will be as intense as what I have just endured.ó Certainly, the idea of 
submerging oneõs face under water will be good preparation for the wind and rain forecast at 
Attingham. 

I wish everyone a very good run. Sadly, my sporting prowess appears not to have been noticed 
and someone has put me in wave 4. This makes it hard for me to win this year, once again! 

GJFB 



 

Old Salopian Football Club 
Thursday 11 October 2018 

Football anybody? 

At the time of writing ð only two games into to the new season for each of the 1st and 2nd XI -, 
we are pleased to report an influx of young signings and some promising early results. There 
have been 7 new additions this year who are regularly playing for the club. We would like to 
encourage all recent leavers to get in contact if youõre interested in playing. The 2nd XI have 
started the season with a bang with two wins in the league meaning they sit top of the Arthurian 
third division. One of those results beating old rivals Charterhouse in the league 4-1. The 1st XI 
have also started strongly currently sitting mid table in the Premier Division with a win against 
Brentwood but losing narrowly 2-1 to a very strong Bradfield side. 

           

The Club regularly fields two teams on Saturdays throughout the season and competes in the 
Arthurian League, the Arthur Dunn Cup, the Junior League Cup and the AFA Senior Cup. As 
well as the two teams playing on a weekly basis, there is also some veterans (over 35õs) team 
which plays in the Derrick Moore Veteran's Cup. 

The Club holds a regular training session on Wednesday evenings in St Johnõs Wood on 3G. 
Ages range from 19 upwards within the club. The standard of the Arthurian league is very strong 
but the club welcomes all abilities even if you were A and B leagues at school. 

If you are interested in playing for the Club in the future, please contact James Tucker (I 2004-
09) (tuckerjc08@googlemail.com) or Guy Williams (Rb 2008-11) (guy@darwinsupply.com) 
  

mailto:tuckerjc08@googlemail.com
mailto:guy@darwinsupply.com


 

Lacrosse: North Schools' Tournament 
success 
Friday 12 October 2018 

A tremendous team performance at the North Schools' Tournament on Sunday 6th 
October resulted in an impressive third place overall for the U18 lacrosse team. 

 

The Tournament started with a tough game against Moreton Hall. Shrewsburyõs defence were 
under constant attack and did well to limit the score to 0-2 at half-time. A great start in the 
second half meant Shrewsbury had a lot more of the ball, and their perseverance paid off with a 
goal by Phoebe Wasdell (MSH) to make it 2-1. It stayed like this for most of the second half until 
Moreton scored two goals in the last two minutes to finish 1-4. 

The second game was against Bolton and although Shrewsbury started well, it was only 2-1 at 
half-time (Phoebe Wasdell and Georgia Kannreuther the goal-scorers). We were able to convert 
more of our chances in the second half to win 5-1, with excellent passes and supporting play 
from Izzy Morris (and goals from Laura Elliott, Mary Lees and another from Phoebe). 

Game 3 was against the hosts Queen Margaretõs, and Shrewsbury were 0-3 down at half time. An 
amazing display of attacking play brought Shrewsbury back to 3-3 (Phoebe Wasdell 2, Georgia 
Kannreuther 1), and with 30 seconds to go Georgia scored the winner. An amazing victory and 
our best game of the day. 



 

 

After this, Shrewsbury had three games in a row. We beat Birkenhead 4-0 and Harrogate Ladiesõ 
College 7-1. Goal-scorers were Wasdell, Kannreuther, Mary Lees, Poppy Collingwood-Cameron, 
and Georgie Nicholas. By the time we played Timperley Lacrosse Club, fatigue was starting to 
show. Despite having chances, we struggled to play our best lacrosse and the final score was a 0-
1 loss. 

But Shrewsbury picked themselves up for game 7 against Withington. It was a very even end-to-
end game, with Shrewsbury 1-3 down at half time. Our defence held firm and Kannreuther 
scored two goals in the last few minutes to give a 3-3 draw. 

Our final game was against Queenõs Chester. Queenõs started stronger, before Shrewsbury 
started to regain their structure. It was neck and neck at 3-3 (Wasdell 2, Kannreuther 1) with only 
seconds to go. Birthday girl and youngest on the team, Izzy Morris scored on the whistle to 
make the final score 4-3. 

A great afternoon and some superb play from the whole squad: played 8, won 5, drew 1, lost 2; 
3rd place overall. 

Phoebe Wasdell led the team brilliantly with 13 goals and Lucy Lees was awarded MVP by the 
Tournament Umpire. 

Nicola Bradburne, Head of Girls' Games 
  



 

Shrewsbury Royal Marines win the 
Pringle Trophy 
Friday 12 October 2018 

Lt Ciaran O'Rooke pays tribute to the CCF Royal Marines Detachment for the hard 
work and dedication they put into devising their own training programme for the Sir 
Steuart Pringle Trophy, and for their tremendous performance in the gruelling two-day 
event. 

 

Preparation for the Sir Steuart Pringle Trophy started back in May when Harry Remnant, the 
head of the Royal Marine section and Pringle team captain, assembled a strong squad. Ably 
assisted by Freddy Williams and Tom Plaut, the training programme was both arduous and 
comprehensive. As those living in Mary Sidney Hall and The Grove will testify, there was never 
really a night when the squad was not attacking a fortified enemy position on Bottom Common, 
or a Monday morning when the area outside Mr Johnson's office in Oldham's was not used as an 
opportunity to react to effective enemy fire. 

Preparations went well, and it is worth noting the participation of Charles Bane, William 
Unsworth, Oscar Glendenning, Nikita Martynov and Arthur Myrddin-Evans, who did not make 
the team but who were integral members of the squad. Their involvement in the training only 
illustrates the strength in depth in the Shrewsbury School team this year. 

The final team of Harry, Freddy, Tom, Alex Ainslie, Luka Cassidy, Emma Graham, James 
Martin, Jonathan Snell and James Weir arrived at the Royal Marines Commando Training Centre 



 
at Lympstone, Devon ready for almost anything apart from a guest appearance by Bear Grylls, 
who is an honorary Royal Marine Lieutenant Colonel, and Phil Campion, a decorated former 
member of the SAS. Their motivational words not only encouraged the team but also reflected 
just how seriously the competition is taken by the Royal Marine Corps. 

On Saturday morning, the competition began in earnest as the team started on the map reading 
stance, just one of the three stands that the section won over the two-day competition. The 
larger than life figure of Colour Sergeant Sanderson, a Royal Marine physical training instructor 
and ultra-fit champion, who is affectionately known as the toughest man in Grimsby, was heard 
remarking "they smashed it", which was a clear sign that we had made a terrific start. 

Next came the first aid, then the first of two command tasks and drill. Results on stances are 
only revealed at the end of the competition, but it was clear from the feedback given by the 
directing staff that Shrewsbury School was doing well. A special mention should go to Freddy 
Williams for his performance on the drill square and to Jonathan Snell, who managed to iron his 
shirt collars with such force that he fooled a hardened drill instructor into thinking that he had 
used velcro to stick them down. 

Following ôscranõ, Royal Marine for a meal, the cadets headed out onto Woodbury Common in 
the afternoon for the kinetic stances. First came the section attack, which was commended for its 
command and control by both Harry and Tom. Then came the contact drills stance, which 
illustrated the skills and drills of each member of the team. The unity shown throughout the 
competition was no more evident than during the second command task, when a well-
considered plan was executed efficiently using each member of the team, and the observation 
stance at the end of the day where every member of the team scored full marks. 

It might seem that it was wrapped up on day one, but it was clear that old rivals in the form of 
King's College, Pangbourne College and Winchester College had also performed well. The Sir 
Steuart Pringle Trophy is almost always decided by fine margins given the depth of talent at the 
competition, as many who take part will go on to commission as Royal Marine officers in later 
life, and this year was no exception. The team took advantage of Royal Marine hospitality and 
had their first dinner at 5pm, followed by their second dinner at 9pm, or ôninersõ as it is called by 
the Royal Marines. The empty plates in front of them indicated that they would have probably 
also won an eating stance if there had been one. 

The following morning was the last stance of the competition, the endurance course, which is 
largely the first commando test undertaken by adult recruits after 31 weeks of training. The 
Shrewsbury team made good progress and light work of the obstacles in front of them, including 
the sheep dip: an innocuous-sounding name for an obstacle that involves throwing each other 
through a narrow two-metre tunnel that is submerged under a few feet of bitter cold, dark, foul-
smelling water. The Colour Sergeant monitoring it assured us that even "salad dodgers can make 
it through", but it certainly doesn't feel roomy when you're passing through it. Luckily, niners 
must have involved some salad, as everyone made it through the tunnel alive and ready to finish 
the course. The victory was largely made possible by Alex Ainslie, who despite an ankle injury 
and a slip that had resulted in a gash on his leg and half his trouser leg missing, made it to the 
finish line along with everyone else. 

On return to Lympstone, only the prize-giving was to follow. Nerves grew as our rivals took the 
first three trophies, but victories in observation, map reading and the endurance course, together 
with strong performances in all the others meant that Shrewsbury School were announced as the 
overall winners of the competition this year. 



 
Given our strong performance in recent years and our last victory in 2015, it is worth noting just 
how much of this is driven by the students themselves. They design their own training 
programme and deliver it largely themselves, which has meant that the knowledge is being 
passed down each year to the more junior members. It would not be possible without this 
monumental effort by students who continually maintain the standards of previous years. James 
Martin, Johnny Snell and James Weir are now in that position of passing their experience onto 
the younger years, which I am sure they will do well. Emma, the Shrewsbury School staffs' pick 
for the top cadet over the competition, also deserves mention as she is the first girl ever to be on 
a winning Pringle Trophy team, which illustrates just how magnificent her contribution has been. 

It is also important to note how much of a school effort the victory is. From Lieutenant Colonel 
David, Sergeant Major Byrne, Major Billington and Lieutenant Corbett, in particular, who set the 
high standards we work to, to the coaches of rugby, rowing, hockey and the Hunt who have 
ensured that their fitness levels are phenomenal. The staff of KH who have kindly prepared 
extra rations for them, sympathetic Housemasters and Housemistresses; and the teachers who 
have shown understanding in recent weeks, as well as those who sent their warm wishes before 
the team's departure last Friday. Mr Graham, who is a sports coach, also deserves our thanks for 
his good nature during his first visit, as he helped enormously with the logistics during the 
competition. 

Lieutenant Ciaran O'Rooke 
The pupil podcast 'ShrewsNews' features an interview with Tom Plaut, who gives a great insight into the 
experience of training and taking part in the Pringle: ShrewsNews - 12th October 

 

 

https://www.shrewsbury.org.uk/news/shrewsnews-latest-podcast


 

Bastille Society Lecture: Nurses &  Spies 
- the role of  women in the Great War 
Friday 12 October 2018 

As a joint venture with Shrewsbury Bookfest and part of their series of events to 
commemorate the centenary of WW1, the Bastille Society welcomed Philip Stevens to tell 
the stories of some of the remarkable women who served during the War. 

Report by Ebrahim Jamshid (SH U6), Joint President of the Bastille Society: 
On 5th October, the Shrewsbury School Bastille Society had the pleasure of collaborating with 
Shrewsbury Bookfest to host a lecture by Phillip Stevens, a former soldier, battlefield guide and 
author of the successful book The Great War Explained. 

Over dinner I had the opportunity to talk to Mr Stevens and during one of our conversations he 
talked about his past and what brought him to write his book; it was here that I realised that Mr 
Stevens is proudly not a historian in the traditional sense ð something he readily admitted in the 
beginning of his lecture ð but rather prefers to be much more tactile with his history, as seen by 
his love of battlefield touring. From reading the first few pages of the copy he gave to me, I was 
able to see how this love of tactile learning translated to an extremely clear and fluid narration of 
the War. 

This clear, easy-to-follow fluidity was also present in his lecture, where he told an audience of 
around 200 people, from both within and outside the School, the thrilling stories of Edith Cavell, 
the òcanariesó and Flora Sandes. 

I was especially interested in Flora Sandes, who followed an unusual course. Having first served 
as a nurse in Serbia, she joined the Serbian Army for her own safety during the retreat and 
became the only British woman officially enlisted as a soldier in the First World War. 

I was also shocked to hear about the unacceptable treatment of women during the War, where 
not only were they subjected to terrible working conditions and a lower wage than their male 
counterparts, but were also left unemployed after the War had finished. 

Questions from the floor were concluded with Mr Stevens exhorting that he didnõt believe that 
women had been given their due amount of notice in history and that more still needed to be 
done to tell their stories. The Bastille Society and Shrewsbury Bookfest were all delighted to 
welcome Philip to The Schools in a fitting centenary commemoration of the Warõs end in 1918. 

 



 

RSSBC: Wins for the J16s and J15s at the 
Worcester Small Boatsõ Head 
Friday 12 October 2018 

The J16 and J15 boys and girls raced valiantly last weekend in bitter wind and rain to 
come home from their first event of the year with some fantastic results. 

Racing over a 4,500m course, the J16 Boysõ Coxless Quad won by 24 seconds over Hereford 
Cathedral School. 

 

The rest of the J16 squad battled it out in two Coxed Fours, with their J15 coxes also going head 
to head in a strong field. Fred Baynesõ crew took 1st place. 



 

 

J15 Sam Crossley won the J16 Singles (Low PRI) in the morning division, with the rest of the J15 
boys courageously racing in singles and doubles in tough conditions throughout the morning and 
afternoon. 

 

  



 
The J15 girls also had their first win of the year in the J15 Girlsõ Coxed Quads. Ella Hoõs crew 
took 1st place with a 17 second win over A.B Severn Boat Club. And Eibhilin Mooresõ crew 
took third place in the draw of seven strong girlsõ crews. 

 

  

Athol Hundermark, Director of Rowing 

 

 

 

  



 

OS Day 2018 
Friday 12 October 2018 

A memorable OS day, 2018 

Salopians come in all ages, shapes, and sizes ð and this year in every type of car for the 
inaugural meeting of the Salopian Driversõ Club on Old Salopian Day. 

The brainchild of Miles Preston (DB 63-68), the incoming Chairman of the Salopian Club, the 
gathering ranged from a 1920 Fowler Tractor to vintage and classic cars, all lined up around the 
Darwin statue ð a dramatic sight for pupils and staff on their way to lunch from the Main School 
Building. 
 
After an excellent light buffet lunch in Quod, Old Salopians scattered to take in a variety of 
activities on offer. Many chose to visit the Old Salopian Art Exhibition in the Art School, 
expertly organised by Georgie Walton (MSH 08-10) with the support of Lucy Caddell, the new 
Head of Art. The exhibition consisted of a wide variety of styles from some of our leading OS 
artists and included a special feature to mark the centenary of the birth of the late Sir Kyffin 
Williams (CWM 32-35), arguably the greatest OS artist of the last century. 
 
In the middle of the afternoon, the Churchillõs Room of the Moser Library was packed with 
those who were privileged to hear a brilliantly crafted lecture by Dr Peter Caddick-Adams (Ch 
74-78) on the sacrifice made by Salopians in the Great War in every part of the globe. The 
afternoon concluded with the Sabrina Club AGM in the School Boathouse, tea in the Art 
School, and visits to Houses. 
 
Over 160 Salopians, mainly from the Great 8s (the leavers of 58, 68, 78, 88, and 98), gathered for 
drinks and a superb dinner in Kingsland Hall, preceded by the Salopian Grace written and 
delivered by the Rev Richard Hayes (M 52-57). The date of OS Day this year coincided exactly 
with the 90th birthday of Robin Moulsdale (I 42-46, Staff 51-81, and a former President of the 
Salopian Club) and, after a cake had been duly produced, the President, Nicholas Barber (SH 54-
58) eloquently proposed the health of the School to which the Headmaster, Leo Winkley replied. 
No Old Salopian evening would be complete without a musical offering from John Moore, 
Director of Music, and Giles Bell, Director of Fun, culminating in a vigorous rendition of the 
Carmen. 
 
So concluded one of the best attended Old Salopian Days in recent memory, attracting a number 
of OS who had not been back for many years. Haste ye back again 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Looking for pioneers to go to Kenya 
Friday 19 October 2018 

LOOKING FOR EXCEPTIONAL, YOUNG AND POSITIVE PIONEERS 
who have an interest in conservation, adventure, learning about new cultures and developing 
their own skill sets - while being willing to offer feedback to help develop our programme 
further. 

8 weeks in Kenya  £9457 - NOW £2000 per student! 

LOOKING FOR EXCEPTIONAL, YOUNG AND POSITIVE PIONEERS who have an 
interest in conservation, adventure, learning about new cultures and developing their own skill 
sets - while being willing to offer feedback to help develop our programme further. 

8 weeks in Kenya was £9457 - NOW £2000 per student. (ex. flights, insurance, visa, 
vaccinations) 
With thanks to a generous sponsor. 

 

- 1 epic adventure, 8 weeks, 4 certificates, 3 pioneering conservancies. 

- We take our students to Kenya and show them behind the scenes at Lewa Wildlife 
Conservancy, Borana Conservancy and Il Ngwesi Conservancy. 

- Students will gain certificates in: conservation awareness, permaculture farming, field guide and 
nature training and also mountaineering, along with developing a number of vital soft skills such 
as; decision making communication, wilderness survival and personal confidence. 

- 4 places will be heavily subsidised as this is our launch trip. This is truly a once in a lifetime 
opportunity to get up close and personal with Kenyaõs Big Five, witness pioneering conservation 
programmes first hand and live amongst the Maasai at the beautiful Il Ngwesi eco-lodge. 

- Exclusive opportunity. This offer will not be repeated. This is simply a one off for March 2019. 

The offer and competition in full: Our generous sponsor investment has enabled us to take 4 
students out at approximately an 80% price reduction. What would usually be 
£9475 is now only £2000 per student (excl. flights) Same itinerary, same length of time. This is a 
total steal and an opportunity not to be missed. 



 

 

To enter, students need to email in a 400 to 500 word piece 
to florence@culsansgaptravel.co.uk on: 
ôWhy do you want to join the Culsans programme and what does conservation mean to you?õ 

 

Any questions please speak to Florence Midwood on: 07595 316 919 
Departure date: 3rd March 2019 
Return date: 27th April 2019 
Culsans Gap Travel 
66 Overstrand Mansions, Prince of Wales Drive, Battersea, SW11 4EX 
Telephone +44 (0)7595 316919 | Website www.culsansgaptravel.co.uk 
  

mailto:florence@culsansgaptravel.co.uk
http://www.culsansgaptravel.co.uk/


 

The news this week 100 years ago: 19th - 
25th October 1918 
Friday 19 October 2018 

This week we remember three Old Salopians. 

Captain George Norman Adams, South Staffordshire Regiment. 
Churchillõs, 1st XI Football, left in 1905 to work at Mars Ironworks, Ettingshall. 

Gazetted in September 1914, he was later invalided home with rheumatic fever. Returning to the 
Front, he was seriously injured in the leg at Gommecourt on 1st July 1916 but crawled to safety. 
Gazetted Captain in February 1917. 

 He died of pneumonia in the United Kingdom, 20th October 1918, aged 30. 
Buried at Wolverhampton Borough Cemetery, England. Grave 7500. 
 
Lieutenant Hew Graham Anderson, 7th Bn. Canadian Infantry. 
School House, Head of House, left in 1905 for Sandhurst, though soon going to Seattle and 
Vancouver with Messrs. Balfour, Williamson & Co. 

Joining up at the outbreak of war with the Canadian Forces, he came over with the first 
contingent and was seriously wounded in April 1915 near Ypres. After convalescing, he returned 
to the Front. 

He died of wounds in France, 22nd October 1918, aged 31. 
Buried at Mont Huon Military Cemetery, Le Treport, France. Grave VIII. J. 10. 
 
Private Richard Walter Leedam, Royal Warwickshire Regiment, 6th Bn. (OS records: 
Canadian Expeditionary Force) 
School House, left in 1904. 
He died on the Western Front, 24th October 1918, aged 32. 
Buried at Canonne Farm British Cemmetry, Cambrai, France. A. 10. 



 

Devon vintage cricket tour 
Friday 19 October 2018 

The Shrewsbury Saracens enjoyed another vintage cricket tour. Henry Lewis (I 1976-80) (tour 
manager, now ex tour captain) has run the trip to Devon for a few years now, but has struggled 
to handle the pressure of both the organisational side of things and the captaining of a Saracens 
touring team. It is widely known the Saracens can be a volatile bunch to manage, especially after 
a day or two under that thatched pavilion at the idyllic Instow cricket ground. After a tour crisis 
meeting was held in Jabbaõs - Richard Mackayõs (S 1995-2000) hot tub during the early hours of 
Monday morning, it was decided that all on-field responsibilities would be handed over to Tour 
Managerõs right-hand man and key enforcer, Steve Barnard (Rb 2009-11). After this 
announcement the Saracens officially ôraised up the OS Flagõ and they certainly did not look 
back. 

 

Sunday evening normally includes a tour briefing and a lovely roast in the superb Wayfarer Inn 
which has hosted the Saracens in recent years and things did not change this year. Jabba wanted 
to play a few ògamesó just to get the tour started off. This was, as it is every year, an error in 
judgement. It would be no surprise therefore to report that Richard took an unofficial day off 
tour, later in the week, just to recover from the antics on Sunday evening. The disparity in quality 
of sleeping arrangements was evident; the Mckeevers settled into Instowõs premier hotel, the 
Commodore, whilst many of the younger contingent all piled into one room and our most senior 
tourists decided on the al fresco approach! Nevertheless, by hook or by crook all Saracens were 
in bed at a reasonable hour. 


